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BEGINNING NEXT MONTH 


‘A Sense of Theatre”? + By ANN ELISABETH MURPHY 
‘Reading for Profit”? + By N. ELIZABETH MONROE 
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a Outline History of the Church by Centuries 
F. D . 


COMING SOON 






‘“‘The Life of Chesterton” + By MAISIE WARD 
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RENEWAL 
ADDRESSES 


New postal regulations requi 
that your Station Number be adde 
to your address if you live in a 
one of the larger cities. 

In sending Renewals, please } 
sure to include this number as 
must add it to your Addressograp 
plate. 


RENEWAL RATES 


As renewal subscriptions hay 
been coming in practically 1004 
we have postponed until Septem 
ber further consideration of 
advance in rates. 

Numerous subscribers have sen 
additional subscriptions and—wh 
is particularly helpful—many hay 
sent us names of those they thit 
would benefit by having Books 0 
Trial. 

This kind cooperation is deep 
appreciated. 


LIBRARIES 


We believe we have practic 
every school library on our list d 
subscribers. They subscribe “ 
sight.” 

There must be, however, nume 
ous parish libraries with which we 
are not in contact and we woul 
appreciate being able to plac 
them on our mailing list. 





Our Thanks 


to the Catholic School Editor, 
Milwaukee, which in its June issue 
gave two full pages to Books On 
Trial and the story of The Thomas 
More Book Shop, 

—and to Poise, Minneapolis, for 
a full page story in the July issue, 

—and to the Canadian Register, 
Montreal, which carried a story 
we have not seen—but which must 
have been good, judging from the 
number of inquiries received, 

—and to the Catholic News, 


Port of Spain, British West Indies 


—likewise,— 

—and to Baron Kuhnelt-Lid- 
dihn,—author of Moscow, 1879, 
—who with his gracious and 
charming wife paid us a visit and 
promised to do some writing for 
us at a later date, 


—and to Rev. Francis Wendell, 
O. P., Associate Editor of The 
Torch, whose praise of Books On 
Trial in Our Sunday Visitor last 
fall attracted widespread attention, 
—and who again spoke highly of 
our efforts on his recent visit,— 

—to Cyril Clemens, nephew of 
Mark Twain—and president of the 
International Mark Twain Society, 
who will write for us,— 

—and to John O’Connor, Staff 
Contributor,—author of the wide- 
ly syndicated column, Literary Cav- 
alcade,—who because of a knee in- 
jury has been rejected for military 
service, and is again writing, 

—to J. G. Shaw of Montreal, 
our first Canadian Staff Member, 
—and to John C. Diez of Winni- 
pég,—second in the Canadian con- 
tingent— 


—and to Paul Phelan, author « 
With a Merry Heart, who stoppe 
in our book department and au 
graphed a few hundred copies « 
his books— 

—and to Sister Mary Claire 
Syracuse, N. Y. who will revie 
William Thomas Walsh’s new boe 
—St. Teresa of Avila, in our ne 
issue— 

—and to the Confraternity ¢ 
Pilgrims, with whom we are né 
cooperating as a center of infc 
mation in the Chicago area in ce 
nection with the 20th Annual S 
mer Pilgrimage to the Shrines 
Eastern Canada. The next Te 
leaves Chicago August 18th. 
lar on request. 
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Cleopatra’s Nose— 


Hitler’s Mustache 
By J. M. Lelen, Contributing Editor 


TALES FROM THE RECTORY 

Francis Clement Kelley Bruce, $2.25 
The author’s motto probably is this: 
I pray God that I may never tack a 


= moral unto a story, yet may never tell 


a story without a moral. Surely he 
sticks to his motto . . . They say— 
I don’t know—that the Britisher writes 
what he believes to be good, vaguely 


Yankees write what they believe will 
sell, vaguely hoping that it will be 
good. This our beloved author writes 
what will lead his readers to laugh 
the good laughter of the children of 
God. 


Pascal claims that “the nose of Cleo- 
patra—if it had been shorter the his- 
tory of the world would have been 
changed.” . . . If it had been shorter, 
it would have changed not only her 
face but the face of the world in this 
20th century. And this leads me to 
face another fact, the fact that Hitler 
has a Charlie Chaplin mustache is one 
of the most fateful facts of modern 
times. That mustache was a symbol. 
It had a great deal to do with the fact 
that the world including anti-Nazi Ger- 
Many refused to take Hitler seriously 
—until it was too late. 


And so . . . do not neglect reading 


this book. You may find in it tidbits 
Which will be useful to you for time 
and for eternity. Amen, which being 
interpreted means Be It So. 
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WHAT DO OUR READERS 


E RECENTLY received a sug- 

gestion from a member of the 

book trade to the effect that 
when we quote excerpts from reviews 
we should always endeavor to select 
those most favorable to the book in 
question. We have a feeling that if 
we adopted this suggestion it would 
save us a great deal of time and effort. 
We also have a feeling that such ac- 
tion might bring us more votes from 
the publishers when, as and if we be- 
come competitors in a popularity con- 
test. 

As we have often stated in these 
columns it is a difficult matter to se- 
lect an excerpt which does full justice 
to the spirit of a review. We have read 
many, many reviews without being 
able to determine whether the reviewer 
found the book intelligible or consid- 
ered it worth reading. 

We have not as yet encountered any 
dust-jacket appraisal to the effect that 
the book itself is just another mediocre 
contribution, although it must be true 
that such statement would not be in- 
appropriate on many occasions. 


We De Not Seek Extremes 


Just to explain our position, we 
would like to say that we do not at- 
tempt to search out the most deroga- 
tory excerpts we can find. We have 
printed some very critical comments 
and have at times been rather severe in 
our own appraisals. We have tried to 
avoid the use of sarcasm for the reason 
that we believe that in most cases it 
cuts in just the opposite way from 
which it was intended, and in 99.9% of 
the cases where we have seen it used it 
defeats the purposes intended by the 
user. 

As a sample of what we might quote 
if we adopted the practice of searching 
for sarcasm and ridicule, we might 
mention a few sentences we have just 
read in the Saturday Review of Liter- 
ature where the writer comments on a 
book by Eric Partridge entitled Usage 
and Abusage—a work in dictionary 
form that professes to teach the right 
and wrong use of English. 

We might quote some high praise of 
this book. The review in question, how- 
ever, says that its author is “a blind 
man who would lead the seeing.” He 
refers to a previous book, Dictionary 
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WANT? 


of Clichés, in which he says the au- 
thor utterly confused idioms with 
clichés, and that now in the present 
book “he mixes every kind of true and 
false rule concerning speech with preju- 
dice and obtuseness.” 

Mentioning certain examples which 
do not seem to make sense, he says, “In 
column after column, this kind of pe- 
dantic nonsense parades as superior 
knowledge.” 

Referring to other slips in the book 
itself he says they might be forgiven 
“if one felt that in some one respect the 
author had dignity and-sense.” 

The author, he says, “is bothered by 
ambiguities where none exist” and “He 
shows off by quoting French which he 
goes on to misinterpret.” 


Comments Invited 


We mention the foregoing only as 
samples of the kind of thing we could 
quote if we were so inclined. It has been 
our effort, however, to avoid extremes, 
and we believe that if any considerable 
number of our readers were interested 
in having us quote only the most ful- 
some praise we could find, we would 
have heard from more of them. Perhaps 
we are wrong, and, if so, we would wel- 
come further suggestions. 


* bg bg 


A Hint 


We continuously receive letters say- 
ing “I saw a copy of Booxs ON TRIAL 
and want to subscribe, but I could not 
find the price.” 

Somewhere I read the other day that 
“No one ever reads the mast-head of 
a newspaper or a magazine.” 

Somehow, I never thought of that be- 
fore, as the mast-head is one of the 
first things I always look for when I 
see a new publication. Before I spend 
any time in reading it, I want to know 
where it is published—and by whom. 


* * * 


New Postal Regulation 


If you live in a larger city, please 
include your Zone or Station num- 
ber in your address when writing. 


Zone Number—“‘3” 


The address of Books On Trial 
is 22 W. Monroe St., Chicago 3, Ill. 
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THE LIFE OF CHESTERTON 
G. B. Shaw vs G. K. Chesterton 
Maisie Ward’s biography of Chesterton will soon be published. 


The following was written by J. G. Shaw of the Canadian Register, 
Montreal—now a Contributing Editor of BOOKS ON TRIAL. 


K. CHESTERTON was a man 
ag who had no enemies. George Ber- 

nard Shaw, perhaps his great- 
est literary antagonist, held him in the 
highest personal esteem. This is ap- 
parent from the pencilled corrections 
we saw on a page of the manuscript 
of Maisie Ward’s G. K. Chesterton. A 
first draft of the biography had been 
sent to GBS for his approval and the 
deletions he made, the phrases he scrib- 
bled in between the lines, are delight- 
fully revealing. Some idea of them may 
be obtained by comparing the follow- 
ing paragraphs from one page of the 
manuscript. Here they are as Maisie 
Ward wrote them: 

“Tt (the literary public) liked Bernard 
Shaw’s plays; even to idolatry; it loved 
Chesterton whenever it could rebuke 
him affectionately for paradox and lev- 
ity. What that public liked about these 
men was their art: it was by no means 
so certain that it liked their meaning. 
And so the literary public elected to 
say that Shaw and Chesterton did not 
really mean what they said, did not 
really mean anything at all. 

The audience would gladly have 
watched a Shaw v. Chesterton combat 
as a sham fight or a display of fire- 
works. But they knew at bottom that 
that was not what Shaw and Chester- 
ton were offering them. They were not 
to be allowed to sit in the stalls and 
applaud. They were themselves being 
challenged and that they did not like.” 


Here is how GBS checked it. 


“Tt could not quite resist Bernard 
Shaw’s plays; it loved Chesterton 
whenever it could rebuke him affec- 
tionately for paradox and levity. What 
that public succumbed to in these men 
was their art: it was by no means so 
certain that it liked their meaning. 
And so the literary public elected to 
say that Shaw and Chesterton were 
having a cheap success by standing on 
their heads and declaring that black 
was white. 

The audience have watched a Shaw 
v. Chesterton debate as a sham fight 
or a display of fireworks, as indeed it 


always partly was; for each of them 
would have died rather than hurt the 
other. But Shaw and Chesterton were 
operating on their minds all the time. 
They were not to be allowed to sit in the 
stalls and applaud. But they were 
themselves being challenged and that 
Spoilt their comfort.” (Canadian Regis- 
ter) 
oe eo 


Order by Number—No., 1. 


Life of Chesterton 
Maisie Ward S W, $4.50 


To be published Sept. 19th. Prepublication 
price $4.00. Order now to insure early de- 
livery. 


ba * * 


Excellent 
Bible Stories 


‘THE OLDEST STORY 


Blanche Jennings Thompson Bruce, $2.50 
Review by Beryl ‘Hoskin, Reference 
Librarian, University of Santa Clara. 


One of the very finest adaptations of 
the Bible for young people, is Blanche 
Jennings Thompson’s new book, The 
Oldest Story. 

Miss Thompson will be remembered 
for her lovely book of a few years ago, 
Bible Children, which was illustrated 
by a favorite artist, Kate Seredy, and 
also for her Silver Pennies, a collec- 
tion of poetry, famous in the world of 
children’s literature. 

Sometimes people of other faiths be- 
lieve that Catholics are not allowed to 
read the Bible, while on the contrary, 
so important is the knowledge of Sa- 
cred Scripture that the Holy Father 
has richly indulgenced the daily read- 
ing of some portion of it. The Oldest 
Story, is a beginning for all children, 
to give them some idea of the many 
treasures to be found in the Bible. The 
old verse form has been changed to 
simple narrative prose, with easier mod- 
ern expressions substituted for those 
no longer in use. The New Testament 
conforms to the new revision, and the 
Old Testament is written in similar 
style. 





Splendid black and white illustra. 
tions preface each story or chapter, 
And such stories! There are tales of 
courage and kindness, of hairbreath e. 
capes and thrilling rescues. When you 
read of David and Daniel of Gideon 
and Esther and the others, it is history 
you are reading, as exciting as a movie, 
Where else within the same book could 
be found such a variety of characters, 
On one page is the poetic figure of 
Ruth with her enduring words of loy. 
alty, “Entreat me not to leave you, 
nor to return from following after you; 
whithersoever you go, I will go, and 
where you dwell I will dwell. Your 
people shall be my people and your 
God, my God.” And a few pages later 
the battle maiden Judith takes up her 
sword to save her people in much the 
same manner as a modern heroine 
would react. 

The arrangement of the stories is 
especially adapted to reading aloud 
The rich but simple style is worthy of 
the original. In fact when the last page 
is turned, we close the book with the 
satisfied feeling that The Oldest Story, 
is still the best story. 

Order by Number—The above is No. 2. 


* * * 


THOMAS F. WOODLOCK 


In our next issue, Mr. Woodlock, 
1943 Laetare Medalist of the University 
of Notre Dame, and author of “The 
Catholic Pattern,” (S & S $2.00) will 
review for us “An Outline History of 
The Church by Centuries” by Joseph 
McSorley of the Paulist Fathers. 

Mr. Woodlock says this book (Her 
der, $7.50) is indispensable. 


* * bs 


PAUL J. PHELAN 


We are pleased to announce that Paul 
Phelan, whose anthology, With a Merry 
Heart continues in popular favor has 
joined our Staff. 


His review of Kate O’Brien’s Last oJ 
Summer was received just too late for 
inclusion in this issue, but will appeat 
in September. 

Since Santa Clara University, where 
Paul is professor of English, has beet 
taken over by the Government fot 
military training he tells us he is occt 
pied in teaching grammar and punctua- 
tion to the Army recruits. 
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A Monumental Work 


PRINCIPLES OF PEACE 

Selections from Papal Documents, 
Leo XIII to Pius XII. 

Edited for the Bishops’ Committee by Rev. 
Harry C. Koenig, S.T.D. NCWC, $7.50 
Even in the midst of war, we must give 
thoughts to the problems of Peace. 
Principles of Peace was prepared to 
help our efforts. Failure, this time, to 
prepare for a just and lasting security 
will bring results no man can envision. 


But all about us is confusion. In his 
scholarly and penetrating preface His 
Excellency, the Most Reverend Sam- 
uel A. Stricth, D.D., Archbishop of 
Chicago, and Chairman of the Bishops’ 
Committee under whose direction this 
volume was prepared, says: 

“With grim determination, re- 
solved to do his full loyal part, 
the common man faces hardships 
and sacrifices, whispering to him- 
self: ‘It must not happen again.’ 
Once before since the turn of the 
century he engaged in war to out- 
law war and to bring security to 
the nations. Something happened 
in the aftermath. He is not sure 
of just what did happen. Things 
which should have been done were 
not done, and things which should 
not have been done were done. He 
was disappointed. The seeds of 
the greatest war in history were 
allowed to germinate and grow. 
Somebody, something failed him. 
This time the common man is de- 
termined as he tells himself over 
and over: ‘It must not, it cannot 
happen again.’ And we have a 
duty to see to it that he is not 
disapointed again.” 

During the past sixty-five years “five 
great men have sat on the throne of 
Peter and each has tried with the 
assistance of Almighty God and the 
best minds in Christendom to plan the 
construction of an order based on 
justice and charity.” 


“To harvest the accumulated 
wisdom of these past sixty-five 
years during which each of the 
five popes was deeply concerned 
with the problem of peace; to make 
the riches of that wisdom available 
to the English-speaking world; to 
reveal to all men the incalculable 
help the popes can offer in the 
making of a lasting peace—these 
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are the aims of this book. Within 

its covers lies the mature thought 

of the five popes on the issues 
which, unsolved, have turned 

Europe into a vast mire of blood 

and devastation. The book aims 

to make the principles for the 
solution of those problems accessi- 

ble to all concerned with building a 

new and better world.” 

Some idea of the completeness of 
the book may be gained by noting that 
nearly 500 Documents are listed, there 
are seven pages of Bibliography, and 
the Index requires sixty-six pages. 


Order by Number—The above is No. 3. 


* * * 


Bad Reading Makes 
Bad Living 


Says J. Edgar Hoover, Chief of the 
FBI (in This Week): 

“T am not easily shocked nor easily 
alarmed. But today, like thousands of 
others, I am both shocked and alarmed. 
The arrests of ’teen-age boys and girls, 
all over the country, are staggering. 
Some of the crimes youngsters are com- 
mitting are almost unspeakable. 

“You read, in the news columns, of 
the most flagrant cases. The sordid 
movie-theater gang-assault in New 
York. The vicious railroad-track mur- 
der in Houston. The tragic case of the 
16-year-old boy in Michigan who killed 
his little sister after unmentionable 
cruelties. 


“', . mot isolated horrors from 
another world danger signals 
which every parent—every responsible 
American should heed . . . symptoms 
—of a condition which threatens to 
develop a new ‘lost generation,’ more 
hopelessly lost than any that has gone 
before.” 


* * * 


Tearful 


From somewhere comes the story of a 
book review given before a women’s 
club. At a certain point in the review 
everyone burst into tears except one 
lady. 

The reviewer was quite curious to no- 
tice this exception and after the meet- 
ing asked the lady how it happened she 
had not cried. The answer was, “Oh, I 
am not a member!” 
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A NEW SERIES 


Reading for 
Pleasure and Profit 


We have all seen people who travel 
without either maps or guide books. 
They miss a lot of the important 
sights. Frequently, when they get back, 
they don’t know just where they’ve 
been or what they’ve seen. 

And there are others who err the 
other way. They spend so much time 
with their noses in the guide-books 
that they miss the scenery. 


Reader’s Guide 


And so it is with reading. Those who 
think only of rules and technicalities 
are in danger of making a burden out 
of what might be a pleasure. 

But those who follow no guide—no 
map—and have no _ yard-stick to 
measure values—miss much enjoyment, 
and no little enlightenment. 

Whether it be reading or teaching, 
raising a family or keeping house, 
most people like to do things well. 
Booxs ON TriAt has been trying to 
help its subscribers in selecting What 
to Read. Is it possible that we might 
help them in the way of How to Read? 
We think, in fact, we know—because 
they have told us—that there are a 
great many, both young and old, who 
would appreciate a series of hints on 
this subject. 


N. Elizabeth Monroe 


Having had many highly favorable 
comments on the articles written for 
Booxs ON TRIAL by Miss N. Elizabeth 
Monroe, author, teacher and lecturer, 
we have arranged with her for a fur- 
ther series of articles, the first of which 
we expect will appear in our next issue. 

As the series progresses, Miss Mon- 
roe will develop various points—what 
one ought to look for—what consti- 
tutes the pleasure or value of certain 
books—including comments on current 
titles by way of contrast with older 
books, etc., in a manner we feel cer- 
tain will be both helpful and enjoy- 
able to our readers. 

x * * 


Order Early 
A large publisher has just told 
us that since July Ist they have 
been nearly two weeks behind in 
their shipping department because 
of inexperienced help. 
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REVIEW EXCERPTS x COMMENTS x RATINGS 


Review excerpts are reprinted without prejudice to any reviewer, publisher or author. 


The following are among the mere important books of a 
general nature recently published. Title, author, publisher 
and price is shown, followed by one or more pertinent review 
excerpts from leading publications, or by Comments or 
Ratings or brief descriptions furnished by members of our 


School °* 


Objectionable * 
mended ° 


Abbreviations used: E—Excellent - 
C-I—Current Interest - 
TFA—Too Far Advanced * 
DM—Doubtful Merit + 
Unfavorably reviewed or regarded ** 
DIS—Disapproved > 
REV—Reviewed. 


F—Favorable 
H.S.—Satisfactory for High 
A—For Adults 
WR—With Reservations + U— 
O—Offensive or 
REC—Recom- 


The Numbers below are for your convenience in ordering from year dealer. 


own Staff. 
These pages are therefore useful as a sort of current 
catalog. 
4 
Attack Can Win in °43 
Max Werner Little, $1.75 


An examination of the necessity of unified 
strategy—recommends an offensive by land, sea 
and air of the United Nations—argues that 
1943 is the time for victory in Europe. 

The author believes the Red Army cannot 
be defeated and that the German Army can- 
not win. 

The layman is incompetent to pass on the 
merits of the author’s strategical material but 
will find this a very interesting and thought- 
provoking book. 


5 

American Idealism 

Floyd Stovall Oklahoma, $2.75 
John Abbot Clark in Commonweal: “To 
do justice . . . to the merits of this book, 
which are many, and the defects, which (in 
my humble opinion) are fundamental and 
serious would call for a volume of at least 
the same number of pages. . . . The chapters 
on Emerson and Whitman constitute the 
heart of the book. . . . Santayana’s masterly 
analyses of them in ‘Interpretations of Poetry 
and Religion’ seem, by contrast, like the work 
of a snob and character assassin. 

The central weakness . . . Stovall’s tendency 
to find at least a. tinge of some variety of 


‘idealism’ in almost everything . . . and in 
almost everybody.” 
HS-No. FMS. 
6 
America’s Role in Asia 
Harry Paxton Howard Howell, $3.00 


Commonweal: “. . . Knowledge and under- 
standing of the Far East has gone completely 
blank in this generation. 

Now the older men who do know are be- 
ginning to speak up; some of them angrily, 
as they well’ may, for they have despaired 
until now of making it clear to anybody. 
Howard is one of these.” Cl. 


7 
As the Twig Is Bent 
Leslie B. Hohman Macmillan, $2.50 
The Missionary: “. . . practical every-day 
advice on the difficulties encountered in the 
character formation of a child. He tells what 
he would do in a given situation. All who are 
interested in the training of ciiildren or who 
have anything to do with the formation of 
the young can read this book with profit.” 
Excellent for all. 


8 
Basic Verities 
Charles Peguy Pantheon, $2.75 
The Liguorian: “. . . Peguy speaks for the 


eternal France because he was both a Cath- 
olic and a patriot . . . gradually working his 
way back into the church from atheism when 
he was killed on the field of battle in the first 
world war. . . . Peguy’s thoughts on basic 
truths, the modern world, the Jewish prob- 
lem, war and peace, and finally some poetic 
selections. His style is truly original. In short, 
incisive phrases he chisels the terseness and 
brevity of the Bible and the Imitation. Julian 
Green writes a short account of Peguy’s life 
and work in the introduction. 
FMS 


9 
Baudelaire the Critic 

Margaret Gilman Columbia, $3.00 
Commonweal: “It is entirely evident from 
Miss Gilman’s book that no one can under- 
stand Baudelaire’s poetry unless he has read 
also the critical work. 

“All the quotations . . . are in French... 
one cannot know Baudelaire unless one knows 
not only French but the French society of 
his day. . . . The framework for Baudelaire 
is the French and European nineteenth cen- 
tury belief that art is as serious as life, the 
Catholic belief that life is serious because of 


God.” FMS. 
10 
Beethoven: Life of a Conqueror 
Emil Ludwig Putnam, $3.75 


“ 
. 


. an effort to interpret the life of 
Beethoven and his music... . 

. .. @ series of descriptions of the pictures 
which arise in Herr Ludwig’s fertile imagina- 
tion to the beat of Beethoven’s music... . 
Not even the author’s evident sincerity can 
redeem this unique example of palpable non- 
sense, which has only clinical interest. 

Ludwig has failed to master his material: 
we have a lantern-slide picture which has not 
been focused on the screen but is spread all 
over the wall before us . . . a highly subjec- 
tive interpretation of inadequate evidence. . . .” 


ll 
Between Laughter and Tears 
Lin Yutang Day, $2.50 
“There will be peace in the world only when 
the British, French and Dutch empires col- 
lapse,”—“Of all the five continents only Eu- 
rope ‘has not yet learned to live at peace,” says 


the author, in a very frank statement of 
China’s dissatisfaction. 
Very interesting. 


12 
Bombardier 
Henry Lent Macmillan, $2.00 
An excellent account of the training and 
experience of that most important position in 
our great fighting Air Force——the bombardier. 
The style is popular. 


13 
Bound for Glory 
Guthrie Dutton, $3.00 
Disapproved. 
14 
Brazil in the Making 
Jose Jobim Macmillan, $3.50 


Commonweal: “. . . He is strong for facts and 
figures, and his picture of Brazilian potential- 
ities is even more imposing. .. . 

“. . . is greatly impressed with Brazil’s 
economic potentialities. . . . during this war 
our dependence upon this great Latin neigh- 
bor has grown more marked than ever. But 
when peace has come . . . the two countries 
will continue to find that each has increasingly 
more to contribute to the other.” 


15 

Bridgehead to Victory 
L. V. Randall Doubleday, $2.00 
The Sign: “. . . a book of plans for the in- 


vasion of Europe. Intended to make clear to 
the public the difficulties and complexity of 
the task lying ahead . . . the book accom- 
plishes its purpose carefully and soberly.” 


16 
Brothers Under the Skin 

Carey McWilliams Little, $3.00 
America: “Apologies are no longer needed 
for ‘bringing up the race question. Hitler has 
brought it up, to the tune of a second World 
War; and the latest events in our own coun- 
try blare it to the world. 

“This ‘world problem’ is not just some- 
thing thought up by Wendell Willkie and 
Pearl Buck . . . there is a growing sense 
among the racial-minority groups in this 
country that their problems are fundament- 
ally similar, and are akin to those of the 
non-white races of other lands. 

“ . . McWilliams proposes . . . the estab- 
lishment of a Government agency which 
should, in a way, effect for the good of all 
the racial minority groups in this country 
what the Indian Bureau is doing for one of 
them.” 
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17 
Capricornia 
Xavier Herbert Appleton, nets 00 
James Edward Tobin in Commonweal: 
There is nothing to adore, and little to ‘ad- 
mire.’ 
See May-June. 
18 
Celestial Homespun 
Katherine Burton Longmans, $3.00 
Dominicana: “. . . a volume not to be 
passed over in the bookstore display, but to 
be taken down for pleasurable and profitable 
reading by both Catholics and Protestants.” 


19 


Centennial Summer 
A. E. Idell 


To be reviewed next month. 
Adult—WR. 


Holt, $2.75 


20 
The Century of the Common Man 
Henry A. Wallace R & H, $1.50 cloth 
.75 paper 
Portrays the characteristics of Vice-President 
Wallace and his efforts toward constructive 
thinking. 
21 
Challenge to Freedom 
Henry M. Wriston Harper, $2.00 
The author is President of Brown University. 
He is alarmed by many present trends— 
deficit spending, for example. He believes in 
a free capital market—attributes our unpre- 
paredness for the problems of the day to a 
spirit of moral laxity and dislikes the inroads 
of the state in social service matters—review- 


ing the same as an indication of the loss of 
faith in the integrity of the individual. 


22 


Chicken Every Sunday 
Taylor 


Unfavorable. 


Whittlesey, $2.75 


23 
The Christian State 

Augustine J. Osgniach Bruce, $3.75 
Paul H. Hallett in the Denver Register: 
“No one who accepts the “modern philos- 
ophy and morals” has any right to complain’ 
about the forces that are making the world 
a reasonably close facsimile of hell today. 
These words strike the keynote in what must 
be regarded as one of the ablest summaries 
of Catholic political and social philosophy 
that have so far been published. 

“Noteworthy are the author’s considera- 
tion ‘and rejection of the Suarezian-Bellar- 
mine theory, so frequently adduced now- 
adays, that only the democratic form of gov- 
ernment rests on divine right. Father Os- 
gniach’s is the most thorough criticism of this 
school of Catholic democratic thought that 
we have ever seen in popular presentation.” 


24 
Church and State in Fascist Italy 

D. A. Binchy* Oxford, $9.00 
H.A.R. in Orate Fratres: “. . . the classic on 
this topic... 

“After all the pro-fascist bunk in some of 
the highbrow Catholic magazines, especially 
in England, and the equally nauseating and 
silly attacks on Pius XI as a fascist-lover by 
our narrowminded liberals of the New Re- 


public brand, this book is a cool breeze that 
blows away the byzantinists’ incense to- 
gether with the sulphurous stench of the 
haters and maligners of the immortal 
Church.” 


*Professor of Legal History, University College, Dublin. 


25 
Circuit of Conquest 
Relman Morin Knopf, $3.00 
The Sign: “. . . the historical side lights are 
among the most interesting aspects of the 
book . . . the part that the Netherlands has 
played in the history of the East Indies... 
enlightening observations regarding the colo- 
nial traits of the Dutch . . . the amazing tol- 
erance among such clashing elements as Hin- 
dus, Buddhists, and Moslems in Java . 
“|... interesting things to say about Jap- 
anese military and propaganda tactics pre- 
ceding the war .. . a sound and vital book.” 
26 
Colonel Effingham’s Raid 
Berry Fleming Duell, $2.50 
Extension: “. . . We strongly recommend this 
book for its message, its entertainment value 
and especially for the matchless satire the 
author employs throughout his _ excellent 
story.” 
27 
Combined Operations 
Hilary Saunders Macmillan, $2.00 
The Sign: “In a future day of calm and 
leisure, the material in this one small book 
will be sufficient for the writing of many 
lengthy and absorbing marratives . . . sur- 
prisingly informative throughout.” 
Come In 


28" 

Robert Frost Holt, $2.50 
William A. Donaghy in America: “. . . a vol- 
ume of the representative poems of Robert 
Frost. The book is a valuable record of a 
soul, rich, warm, vexed with eternal wistful- 
ness but still tenaciously keeping faith. 

“Mr. Untermeyer has done his work with 
acumen and, more importantly, affection.” 


29 

Confessions of St. Augustine 

Trans. F. J. Sheed S & W, $3.00 
Felix Duffy in Ave Maria: “This is a supe- 
rior translation . . . Mr. Sheed had the noble 
aim of trying to put the superb Latin of St. 
Augustine in the English which people speak 
today . . . the effort was successful . . . con- 
sistently smooth and very graceful English. 

“There are some spiritual classics 
which have meat to satisfy all . In the 
front rank of such... . is the Confessions.” 


30 
Congo Song 
Cloete 


See Rating. 


Houghton, $2.50 


31 
A Cooperative Economy 

Benson Y. Landis Harper, $2.00 
Commonweal: “Dr. Landis’s program through- 
out is a distinctly Christian one. . 

“  . . says of the producer-consumer, coop- 
erative economy that he advocates: ‘It is es- 
sentially decentralist and therefore truly hu- 
man. It exalts self-help and voluntarism. It 
provides a delicate balance between individual 


4 


freedom and self-imposed economic controls’ 
An invaluable and timely addition to Harper, 
fine list of books on cooperatives.” 


32 
Cousin William 

Della T. Lutes Little, $2.9 
Thomas B. Feeney in America: “A county 
story of the Thompson tribe of northeastem 
farmers . . . well told . . . a wholesome ston 

. The author has a fine knowledge of coun. 
try life, cooking, habits, etc. The novel ha 
much to do with Christmas time on the fam 
minus ‘myth and piety’ which means miny 
Christmas. Christmas ‘was not a day of great 
significance.’ ” 

33 
Dark Darragh 

Edith Rubel Mapother A-C, $2.50 
John A. O'Callaghan in America: “The stor 
. . . deals with the disastrous attempt . 
Shirley Lester to acquire the Irish estate of 
Dark Darragh for her son, Michael. 

“Mrs. Mapother has a gift for story-telling 
and she uses it well. Her characters are red 
men and women, and she can portray children 
with a note of reality. Many lessons for ow 
daily lives can be learned from the wise say- 
ings of the Irish Monsignor.” 
Reviewed—See Index. 


34 
David 
Duff Cooper Harper, $3.0 
The Sign: “Duff Cooper . . . rejects the dot 
trine of Biblical Inspiration and neglects e- 
tirely the supernatural forces that molded Da- 


vids’ character and directed his life . . . aj 


purely human appraisal of ‘the man afte 
God’s own heart.’ The inadequacy and falsity 
of such a limited view of the facts of Sacred 
History is strikingly manifest in the fis 
chapter. 

. . Cooper is an eminent British state 
man ...a master of English prose . . . wel 
acquainted with the ancient history . . . but 

. unqualified to write David’s biography be 
cause he does not understand and will not at 
cept the supernatural facts of David's history.’ 

Elizabeth M. Joyce in America: “This lift 
story of the Israelite king ‘who was soldier 
statesman, poet and great lover’. . . a master 
piece of imaginative biography. 

“  . . a historical novel with a refreshingly 
new and modern point of view . . . a seriow 
book, but nonetheless readable and entertait- 
ing.” 

35 
Day of Reckoning 

Max Radin Knopf, $1.7 
Imaginary “Famous Jury Trial” of Hitler ¢ 
al in 1945. Rather thrilling. ' 


36 
Ecuador 
Albert Franklin DD, $3.90 
Commonweal: “. . . a serious piece of work i 
all the plethora of publications on Lafil 
America provoked by events of our day. .-: 
Those who wish a good selection of books 0 


our Latin neighbors should not miss this one: 


37 


England’s Road to Social Security 
Karl de Schweinitz U. of Pa., $3 


Chicago Sun Book Week: “. . . a history @ 
British attempts to deal with poverty from ¢ 
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Statute of Laborers in Edward III’s day to the 
Beveridge Report. 

“Tt was Winston Churchill, that ‘unregener- 
ate Tory,’ who played a large part in writing 
Britain’s first social insurance legislation more 
than 30 years ago. Some of his admirers 
among American Tories may be shocked by 
what he said then about unemployment and 
destitution in old age: ‘I do not agree with 
those who say that every man must look after 
himself, and that the intervention by 'the state 
in such matters as I have referred to will be 
fatal to his self-reliance, his foresight and his 
thrift.’ ” 







38 
The English People 
D.W. Brogan Knopf, $3.00 
Commonweal: “. ... . the people to whom he 


>, $2.50 


- story introduces us are very much closer to the 


average American than the English of film and 
fiction . . . the Englishman is much more in- 
terested in being ‘free’ than ‘equal.’ 

“.. . the day when snobbery restricted edu- 
cation to a certain caste ended in 1900 when 
School Boards were abolished. . . . Before that 
reform, the really poor boy had practically no 
chance for anything more than what we call a 
grammar school. . . . The future of the Public 
Schools is now in debate. 

“The prestige of the Roman Catholics in 
England . . . is due not only to the intellectual 
standard of our converts but to the high so- 
cal order of the pre-Reformation Catholic 
families. He is pessimistic about the Church of 
England—the church that the majority stay 
away from. . . . He has two objections to the 
... need of teaching some dogmatic religion in 
the schools: 1. . . . there is not enough reli- 
gious belief ‘to carry the weight of a new na- 
tional religion. 2. That because of Christian in- 
dividualism, any political structure into whose 
foundation Christianity is built, is a house di- 
vided against itself.” 

“... considers that a completely free moral 
choice is a luxury that no State can afford. ‘A 
man may save his own soul but a State has 
only one life.’ Thus he challenges the practical 
power of Christianity either as a national reli- 
gion or as a moral ideal for international rela- 
tions. So far no one seems to have taken up 
the challenge.” 

For mature only. 


ate of 
telling, 
re real 
nildren 


e Say- 


. ag © 
~Sese 


gabe 


q-:% 
235! 


39 
Evolution—The Modern Synthesis 
Julian Huxley . Harper, $5.00 
Commonweal: “, . . definitely not for lay con- 


sumption. In fact, some American Ph.D.’s in 
zoology will have difficulty with the book .. . 
“For the professional biologist the book is a 
itler ¢ good one of its kind.” 

40 
The Fall of Paris 

Ilya Ehrenburg Knopf, $3.00 
Mary L. Dunn in America: “. . . Ehrenburg 
-.. returned to Paris as correspondent for the 
Soviet press—to 1940. . . he has attempted to 
y. .- 4g Present, in what he calls a novel, the political 
oks otf developments from 1935 to 1940 which caused 
s one’ the collapse of France. 

“The characters . . . except the Communists; 
the Popular Front stands for humanity and 
justice and patriotism; all the others stand for 
Whatever compromise or betrayal best suits 
ory GM their own personal interests at the moment. 
Some of the greatest rascals, after a particu- 


D, $3.50 
york if 


larly nefarious deal, would stop in a church on 
the way home and pray to the Mother of God. 

“... this book . . . in Moscow last year won 
the 100,000-Ruble Stalin Prize for fiction .. . 
There is a complete lack of balance . . . no 
power of selection; characters and events are 
crowded indiscriminately . . . until the mind 
of the reader is wearied . . . this reviewer la- 
boriously read through 400 pages and then 
gave up in despair... .” 


41 

Famous American Athletes of Today. 
Eighth Series 

Harold Kaese and other Sports Writers Page, $2.50 
Extension: “The biographies of the latest ath- 
letic stars to rank among the famous .. . rec- 
ords . . . also descriptions of the colorful per- 

- sonalities.” 


42 
Fantastic Interim 
Henry Morton Robinson Harcourt, $3.50 
Eugene Bagger in America: “. . . a devastat- 


ing caricature of American civilization between 
Versailles and Pearl Harbor... 

“Mr. Robinson is . . . to be congratulated 
both on his perspicacity and his intellectual 
courage. 

“He does not tell us that an age which had 
started from the assumption that man may be- 
come God by acting as if he were God was 
fated to proceed to the discovery that man is 
the descendant of monkeys, and to destroy it- 
self by the antics of men behaving as if they 
were monkeys. 

“. . @ wholesome and entertaining essay in 
debunking the American national vice, which 
is pride . . . a ‘must’ handbook of excellently 
edited case-histories.” 


43 

The First Century of Flight in America 

J. Milbank, Jr. Princeton, $2.75 

Traces the origin and development of aero- 
nautics for a century prior to the Wright bro- 
thers, usually thought of as the parents of 
aviation. 

Well illustrated, scholarly survey. 


44 

First Harvest 

Vladmir Pozner Viking, $2.50 
The Sign: “. . . tells of a seaside village in 
France. A Nazi Soldier deserts. The Gestapo 
interpret his disappearance as proof that some- 
one in the village has murdered him. They ter- 
rorize the tiny place, taking and shooting hos- 


tages at random. 
“The drama ... is muted and lies rather in 
character than in action.” 


45 

Four Girls and Other Poems 

Sister M. Madeleva St. Anthony Guild, $0.50 
Magnificat: “In her inimitable way, Sister 
Madeleva sings in her opening poem of a most 
important day in the history of her Order—its 
founding date, August, 1841. On that day four 
young French girls, clothed in a simple habit, 
were received by the still youthful Father 
Basil Moreau as the first members of the 
Marianites, Sisters of the Holy Cross. Other 
poems she has woven about her love of her 
holy habit. . . . Of the other poems (thirteen 
in all) presented here, three are centered in the 
Nativity of Our Lord. New Things and Old 
expresses the nun poet’s reactions to a war- 
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time Christmas. Bethlehem is a beautiful crib- 
side meditation; in Christmas Night, 1940 is 
the ache for the heedlessness of the multitudes, 
who will not understand the real meaning of 
the great Feast. 

“Hospitality sounds again that nostalgic note 
for that Heaven Sister Madeleva seems almos: 
to have known—God’s home.” 


46 
From This Day Forward 
Elswyth Thane Duell, $2.50 
Pauline Martin in Canadian Register: “. . . 
attempts to deal with human life from purely 
chemical and materialistic view points . . . not 
well written . . . rather superfluous to say 


anything at all.” 
47 
Georgia Boy 
Erskine Caldwell Duell, $2.00 
America: “. . . can be classified as a carbon 


copy of Tobacco Road . . . downright profan- 
ity is absent, but there are certain objection- 
able situations and scenes which could not be 
recommended as wholesome reading by the 
most broad-minded person. 

“Moral laxity . . . why the author cannot 
lift himself out of this quagmire type of writ- 
ing, part company with cheap notoriety and 
create characters that are elevating and inspir- 
ing, remain a mystery.” 


God is My Co-Pilot 

Col. R. L. Scott Scribner’s, $2.50 
Entranced by flying, the author finally achieves 
his ambition—becomes a fighter pilot—leading 
Chennault’s Task Force in China. Nothing 
spiritual. Language restrained. 

49 

Golden Feather, The 

Theda Kenyon Messner, $2.75 
A story of London in the time of Charles I. 
Contains offensive material. 
DM—Not recommended. 


50 
Great Smith 
Edison Marshall F R, $2.75 
Extension: “An attempt to recreate tthe life 
and character of that Captain John Smith 
who was saved by Pocahontas . . . Marshall 
has revealed him as just a disreputable, swag- 
gering libertine who punctuates his cruder 
vices with denunciations of the Ohristian 
church and the Christian moral code. His story 
is not recommended or fit for anybody.” 
51 
Hungry Hill 
Daphne du Maurier Doubleday, $2.75 
This novel, tracing the story of an Irish landed 
family, owners of prosperous mines, spans a 
period from 1820 to 1919. It is rather somber 
and gloomy, the characters portray only mate- 
rial values, there is no strong central theme. 
Some reviewers call it fast-paced while others 
say it is disappointing for exactly the opposite 
reason. Religious prejudice is evident. The 
same author’s Frenchman’s Creek we consid- 
ered to be quite offensive. 
52 
The Journey 
Robert Paul Smith Holt, $2.00 
A mixture of superficial philandering without 
any apparent purpose or much noticeable 
merit. 
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53 

Journey Among Warriors 

Eve Curie Doubleday, $3.50 
The Sign: “Eve Curie as a special war corre- 
spondent for the Herald Tribune left New 
York by transatlantic Clipper to visit the bat- 
tlefields of Africa, Europe, and Asia. Her 
Journey .. . cannot fail to stir the reader... 

“. . . not just another war book, but one 
which gives the reader a_behind-the-scenes 
point of view .. . as present history well de- 
serves reader attention.” 


54 
Judgment of The Nations*** 


Dawson 


S W, $2.50 
See Review. 


55 

Katherine Christian 

Hugh Walpole ’ Doubleday, $2.50 
A novel of 17th Century England. Straddles 
the Puritan-Royalist problem. Less critical of 
Catholics than most. Fairly interesting for 
adults. 

56 

Kansas Irish 

Charles B. Driscoll Macmillan, $2.50 
John S. Kennedy, Staff Contributor in The 
Transcript, Hartford: “One advantage of 
childlessness is the assurance one has that no 
offspring of his will write such a book about 
him as Charles B. Driscoll has written about 
his father, After one has read this book he 
will consider that advantage no small one... . 

“T suppose that Mr. Driscoll thinks himself 
admirably objective in setting down this often 
rancid record of his family’s tribulations. He 
certainly indicts himself for utter lack of filial 
piety and even of good taste. His treatment of 
his father is scathing, although one wonders 
who comes off worse in the reader’s mind, the 
father or the son. Although he professes him- 
self devoted to his mother, he lays no wreath 
of flowers on her grave when he writes of her 
tragedy in terms so reptilian in their coldness. 
His brother John gets openly hostile treat- 
ment. There is something revolting in the spec- 
tacle which he makes of this older brother. 

“Someone said that Purcell’s biography of 
Cardinal Manning should not have been called 
an attempt at the life of Manning, but an at- 
tempt on the life of Manning. The same could 
be said of Mr. Driscoll’s book about his father. 
As such it is an unqualified success.” . 

Our Sunday Visitor: “. . . There are vul- 
garities in it, and though the story is heart- 
moving and obviously frankly told, women 
will often be shocked in its telling, while men 
will incline to stomach the rough passages. 
Critics may differ. Personally, your reviewer 
thinks such family publicity not desirable.” 


57 
Kate Fennigate 

Booth Tarkington Doubleday, $2.50 
Olive B. White in Commonweal: “Tarking- 
ton’s story of a heroine . . . a characteristic 
novel of his Middle West . . . between the 
two world wars. 

“ . . a varied group of personalities. Kate 
herself is mixed enoagh to be thoroughly in- 
teresting . . . uncannily wise . . . not blessed 
with the humor, the charm, and the subtlety 
to conceal her managing ways. 

“Probably overnervous is the publishers’ 


suggestion on the jacket that this is ‘a novel 
to be viewed with alarm’... 

“'. . what may need to be viewed with 
alarm is the novelist’s skillful, fair-minded re- 
porting . . . is the relative emptiness of the 
lives and the homes he pictures.” 

Satisfactory. Adult. 
58 


Life in a Putty Knife Factory 
Smith Doubleday, $2.00 


See Rating. 


59 
The Maine Idea 


Keith Jennison Harcourt, $2.50 
Commonweal: “The towns and old folks so 
superbly pictured in more than two score half- 


tones speak eloquently for themselves.” 
60 


Mama’s Bank Account 

Kathryn Forbes Harcourt, $2.00 
J. G. E. Hopkins in Commonweal: “. . . sto- 
ries of a perfectly charming Norwegian family 
in San Francisco . . . seventeen .. . and Mama 
is in all of them . . . enough vitality . . . to 
put them across, triumphantly.” 


Man of Molokai 
Ann Roos Lippincott, $2.00 
Extension: “. . . another recommended life of 
Father Damien . . . tells the story with a 
striking simplicity.” 
62 


Married Woman’s Bill of Rights 
Nathaniel Fishman Liveright, $2.50 


This book by a member of the New York Bar 
contains much useful information pertaining 
to State laws—division of property—adoption 
of children—joint safe-deposit boxes—citizen- 
ship—and other simple legal facts. 
63 

Mary Darling’ 

Evelyn Ross Wise A-C, $0.00 


The author of The Long Tomorrow—which 
was warmly received—has now given us a new 
study of the development of mind and charac- 
ter of a young girl who traces her way to a 
final vocation. 
Reviewed, 

* * * 


Mrs. Belloc Lowndes 


WHAT OF THE NIGHT? 

Mrs. Belloc Lowndes Dodd, Mead, $2.75 

Reviewed by Sr. M. Canisius, SCN, 
Louisville. 

These stories indicate among other 
values what the War is doing to cer- 
tain inhibitions and emotions among de- 
cent people. As Mrs. Sheed says in This 
Burning Heat’: “Danger seems to have 
liberated personality so that people are 
far more themselves, far more charac- 
teristic than in the old conventional life 
they have left behind.” And Mrs. Bel- 
loc Lowndes in “Toby Earns His 
Keep,” amuses us with, “Believe it or 
not, tonight was the first time Tom 
Coalman had called his wife a fool.” 
For Tom Coalman having remained 


heart-whole and a bachelor until the age 
of thirty-four when he discovered the 
lovely girl whom he had made his wife 
had treated her with the reverence 4 
connoisseur would give to a delicately 
wrought Grecian vase or a piece of 
priceless porcelain. But a _ surprise 
bombing raid on their rural home tow 
brought the mercenary substratum of 
his nature to the surface, when on their 
way to the air-raid shelter—which even 
at the moment he was complacently 
complimenting himself that he had pos 
sessed the foresight to provide and fur. 
nish for his family—his wife suddenly 
remembered that she had left her purs 
in the living-room of the house they had 
just left. 


Masterfully Written 


“The Peach-fed Ham” is a study in 
the psychology of vengeance, the only 
story of this kind in a series that is sin. 
gularly free from the emotions of preju 
dice, fear, or hatred of the enemy. In 
stead, a sense of quiet humor pervade 
the pages of this book, recalling Mr. 
Belloc Lowndes of the autobiography, /, 
Too, Have Lived in Arcadia, rathe 
than the author of the mystery stories 
although she, too, is here. 

“How the War Came Home to Mr. 
Fausett” shows the effect of the bomb 
ing upon a complacent, money-loving 
munitions manufacturer, who ridicule 
the idea that England could be bombed. 
“The Molotov Bread-Basket” is the 
“type of high explosive deviltry th 
the Luftwaffe kept especially for Eng 
land.” 

Other stories of more than ordins 
human interest are: “Tiger, Tiget 
Burning Bright,” a story that center 
about the problem of the Zoo managefy 
in the matter of the man-eating tige 
and the bears, should the Zoo & 
bombed and the animals attempt t 
escape; “Aspatia, the Queen of tht 
Cats,” which figures a Polish Prince, 
Maltese cat, and an Irish girl caught i 
the debacle of conquered France. 

Because of their content and the fac 
that they are written by a master 0 
verisimilitude and impressionism, 
stories in What of the Night? brit 
home to us in an intimate way that t 
strongest direct statement could not & 
fect, the possibility that we, too, maj 
be called upon to suffer the Passion th 
is this War. That is one especial reas 
why we should read this book. 

1 SW-1942. 
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list important books—giving each title 
a number, for the convenience of the 
buyer, and also of the dealer to whom 
the coupon is sent. 

This method has required reprinting 
the same title, author etc., twice—once 


reference material and consequently un- 
less all details were given they had 
difficulty in locating publishers’ names 
when orders were received. 

Using the Excerpt pages for ordering 
solves this problem, since we always 


live in a large city, please be sure to 
include your postal zone number in 
your address. 

Should you damage your copy in re- 
moving the coupon, a fresh copy will be 
sent free on request. 


If you have no regular dealer, any of the books listed may be ordered from 
THE THomAs More Boox SuHop, 22 W. Monroe St., Chicago 3, Illinois 
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“PRINCIPLES 


OF PEACE” 


Distributed Through Dealers 


Whatever contributes to the cause 
of increased distribution of good books 
is of interest to Books ON TRIAL. 

In a certain sense, books are like 
any other item if merchandise—the 
prospective buyer likes to see and ex- 
amine the product before he buys. And 
to display and explain, as well as to 
help advertise and publicize, is the func- 
tion of the dealer. 

It was, therefore, a great pleasure 
to see that the Bishops’ Committee, of 
which our own Most Reverend Arch- 
bishop Stritch is Chairman, elected to 
distribute Principles of Peace through 
the dealers of the country, and we con- 
gratulate the Bruce Publishing Com- 
pany for the fine results they are ac- 
complishing as the exclusive distribu- 
tors. We feel certain that many more 
copies of this highly important book 
will be sold because of the policy fol- 
lowed. 


Encouragement to Dealers 


With all due deference and respect 
to those who adopted a different meth- 
od in the distribution of the Revised 
New Testament, we believe that the 
results attained were only a fraction 


of what they might otherwise have 
been—and in making this statement 
we are speaking the minds of many 
dealers who tell us they hold similar 
opinions. 

If Publisher-Dealer cooperation were 
general there would be an increase in 
the number of alert and active dealers, 
sales would improve, and larger pro- 
duction would bring about lower retail 
prices. 

If anyone has a different opinion we 
would like to hear from him. 


be w * 


Coming—Order Now 
The Sword of St. Michael 
Lillian Brown-Olf, author of “Their Name 
is Pius.” 
St. Teresa of Avila 


By the noted historian, William Thomas 
Walsh. Will be reviewed in our next issue by 
a former newspaper woman now a member 
of the Franciscan Order. 


Small Talks for Small People 


Father Thomas J. Hosty of the Chicago 
Archdiocesan Mission Band. 

Simple and appealing talks, directed and 
selected for children. » 

Price not yet announced. 


be sent... 
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Using the Vernacular 


I am taking advantage of your offer 
to give more space to letters from your 
readers. 


As a reader of English papers | 
have always regretted that we cannot 
in America carry on such interesting 
and enlightening discussions over here, 


I have, for example, been delighted 
with many of the letters printed in 
the London Herald regarding the Litur- 
gy in English. Such frank, open argu- 
ment, if you wish to call it that, would 
do us a lot of good. 


I have been told that the letters 
mentioned were summarized in some 
American magazine and that you can 
tell me where to find it, and also that 
there is a group now working on this 
matter. 
St. Louis 


Answer: 


Orate Fratres for March summarized 
“the literary battle” to which you refer, 
The article was written by Michael de 
la Bedoyere, Editor of the Herald and 
author of Christian Crisis. 

Orate Fratres, May 16th also has am 
article on the subject, to which is ap- 
pended a list of names of the signt- 
tories. We will be pleased to forward 
to them any correspondence received. 


—F.L.K. 


From Books on TR1iAL—July-August, ’43. (Be sure to fill in the other side) 
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A Novel of Ireland 


DarK DARRAGH 
Edith Rubel Mapother Appleton, $2.50 


Reviewed by Leo Richard Ward, Staff 
Contributor and author of Nova Scotia, 
Holding Up the Hills and God in an 
Irish Kitchen. 

In many ways this is a pleasant book. 
It is gentle, and never crude. A person 
might in fact think it too simple and 
tame, with never any furious assaults 
on Hitler or America or God or man or 
society, and with no strong affirmations 
in favor of any of these. It does not 
offend anybody or amend anything. 


Not a Homily 


But then that was not what it set out 
to do. It is a quiet story of a widow who 
tried, as recently as 1934, to make a 
foray into De Valera’s Ireland in order 
to claim Darragh, a tremendous estate 
in Connemara, for her little son Mi- 
chael, a sickly child who has a gift for 
painting and who, given one look at 
Dev, must have another, and comes off 
with a pencil sketch of the President “as 
he is: brave and stubborn, kind and 
bitter,” and sad. Michael has two 
younger brothers, but it is for him that 
the widow Shirley takes them all to Ire- 
land, and against every bit of good ad- 
vice, on both sides of the Atlantic, 
bucks the impersonal Law and the im- 
perturbable Dev. An interesting love 
story goes with the rest, and though 
Shirley is a trifle unstable in her affec- 
tions and hardly knows her own mind, 
this reader for one could easily find 
himself back and forth with her as with 
a determined and yet vacillating- person. 
Fortunately it is Shirley and not the 
common little love story or the aim to 
get treasure that is the center of the 


book. 
A Good Sense of Feeling 


This is a first novel, and I think the 
author lets her people too easily out of 
scrapes. Also, she seems not to see that 
lack of Faith leaves lives, otherwise 
striking, incomplete and underdone. 
Shirley cannot see this hollowness, and 
I suspect that neither does the author. 
Something is not there, and that means 
in a sense that nothing is there. Perhaps 
that is why the sophisticated life, repre- 
sented as proper to Shirley and her 
group at home and abroad, is not con- 
vincing. Of course, other reasons might 
Well be suggested for the unreality of 
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this life. For instance, this group is sup- 
posed to be a sort of American aristoc- 
racy. Perhaps my trouble here is merely 
that I think such an aristocracy does 
not exist, or that it should not exist, or 
that if it does, something more genuine 
and American plainly does not exist. It 
may only be that Mrs. Mapother has 
been too close to this élite-esthete sort 
of life to write well about it. 

The story is good, and the idea of 
using an American claim on an estate 
being resettled by the Free State in the 
thirties is good and fresh. Darragh and 
its encrusted and ghoulish keepers real- 
ly exist for the reader, and the very best 
thing in this novel is the author’s sense 
for the whole tone and feeling of Irish 
life in Ireland. 

—Lro R. WarpD 
a 


NEW BOOK STORES 


OME months ago we referred to the 

fact that the Messenger, the official 

newspaper of the Davenport dio- 
cese, had at our suggestion placed a 
small stock of books on sale in the news- 
paper offices under the direction of Miss 
Mary Quirk, whose enthusiasm was 
originally responsible for our discus- 
sion of the matter with her superior, 
Reverend E. L. Barnes, business man- 
ager of the Messenger. 

As a result of this initiative a regu- 
lar book store has now been opened 
on a ground floor location with the ap- 
proval of His Excellency the Most Rev- 
erend Henry P. Rohlman. Copies of 
Books ON TRIAL are kept on display 
for the benefit of customers, and sub- 
scriptions taken. 


New Cleveland Store 


We have recently made large ship- 
ments of books to a new store opened 
July 6th on a cooperative basis in 
Cleveland. More about this project later. 

We have received many inquiries as 
to why Booxs ON TRIAL is concerned 
in these matters. For the benefit of 
others who may be interested we 
might explain that there are several 
angles involved. In the first place, our 
purpose is to promote increased dis- 
tribution of good reading matter, and 
it has been established that wherever 
Books On Triat circulates an in- 
creased interest is stimulated. As a re- 
sult, alert book dealers have been 
quick to make use of its help. 
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Another important reason is that it 
costs us several thousand dollars a year 
in our book department simply to buy 
books. We do not refer to the cost of 
the books but to the cost of making 
proper selection; first, in order that we 
may have the desirable books available 
and—even more important—that we 
may avoid being overloaded with books 
that, for one reason or another, do 
not sell. 

It is only natural that a publisher 
should think that his particular book 
is the best in the field. Unfortunately, 
the publisher is sometimes over-en- 
thusiastic—and the dealer who buys 
unwisely may soon accumulate a 
wealth of decidedly unprofitable ex- 
periences. 

The judgments expressed in Booxs 
On TRIAL and through the other serv- 
ices we supply are by no means in- 
fallible. Experience has proved, how- 
ever, that they are very helpful, not 
only to book stores and libraries, but 
even more so, to the individuals served 
by these institutions. 

The usefulness of Books ON TRIAL 
is not limited to the matter of moral 
appraisals. A particular book may be 
perfectly all right on that score and 
yet if put into the hands of the wrong 
person may be a discouragement to fur- 
ther reading on account of its unsuita- 
bility, lack of appeal, or for any one 
of numerous other reasons which need 
not be detailed here. 

We will explain some of these mat- 
ters in future issue, but, in the mean- 
time, this is a short explanation of 
some of the reasons why we are in- 
terested in these local problems, and 
why we are always glad to be of help 
to new projects. 


bf * bs 


PLAYS & PLAYWRITES 


Theatrical Criticism 
New Series Coming 


N. Elizabeth Monroe, in future issues 
is going to tell us what to expect from 
books—how to judge their value, their 
strength or their weakness, etc. 

And Ann Elizabeth Murphy is going 
to give our readers a similar series of 
articles dealing with the theatre. 

Dr. Murphy, as a new member of our 
Editorial Staff, will also contribute re- 
views. 
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Free Enterprise 


SPIRIT OF ENTERPRISE, THE 
E. M. Queeney Scribner, $2.00 


I looked forward with great interest 
to this book, believing there was need 
for more discussion from the business 
side. A great many of our books on 
economic subjects, particularly those 
having to do with the present situation, 
leave one with the feeling that they 
have very little practical application, 
by which I mean that although they 
may sound all right theoretically their 
authors seem too far removed from the 
world of affairs in which we exist. 


The Opposite Extreme 


The author of the book under re- 
view is the head of a large and suc- 
cessful chemical corporation. It is natu- 
ral that he should be a proponent of 
free enterprise. I hope no one will re- 
frain from reading his book because I 
may say that I am nnt enthusiastic 
about his approach to what is every- 
where considered a very serious prob- 
lem. I think he adopts too much of 
the manner of a campaign orator in 
reciting a list of material accomplish- 
ments of industry and attributing to 
the capitalistic system everything of 
value that has taken place. When he 
says, for example, that competition 
compelled the great universities “to 
place the applied sciences on a par 
with philosophy” he seems to think 
that rather than raising a question he 
is stating an answer. 

When he drags in the controversy 
raised by Galileo about the revolution 
of the earth, in order to prove some 
point, he succeeds only in proving that 
he is misinformed. 

Again, he states a problem in a way 
that would make it seem to require no 
answer. For example, he says the 
Church of England Assembly “has in- 
sisted that production exists only for 
consumption and that the industrial 
world of the past offended this prinri- 
ple. Why he refers to “these holy 
men” except as disparagement I do not 
see, since he does not answer their 
resolution. 

Writers such as Marx and Schum- 
peter believe that capitalism is doomed, 
either by its own excesses or because 
its forces have been spent. Queeney 
prefers to speak of “enterprise’”—mean- 
ing apparently the same thing—but at- 


tributes its jeopardy to the machina- 
tions of the New Dealers—including 
groups with a “psychopathic hatred of 
the successful and rich . . .” Most of 
his statements have an ex parte flavor. 
Those with an intense dislike for every- 
thing New Deal will stop for applause 
at every other paragraph of several 
chapters. And, although I am a be- 
liver in free enterprise, and although I 
cannot agree with a great deal of what 
Mr. Queeney says, I nevertheless rec- 
ommend that the book also be read by 
those who believe that the New Deal 
offers an answer to our present crisis. 

The only answer that Sweeney seems 
to have is that the production of more 
and more devices of various kinds will 
keep things going. Although this 
sounds like an appeasement policy he 
is entitled to a hearing. 


*” bs * 


Excellent Fiction 
Mary Dar In’ 

Evelyn Ross Wise Appleton, $2.00 
Reviewed by Staff Member Ethel Owen 
Merrill 
Mary Darlin’ as a well-written story of 
a woman who, inspired by her faith and 
her devotion to the Blessed Mother, rose 
above her personal tragedies and made 
her life a beautiful one by service. 

Beside that of Mary herself, there 
are several excellent characterizations, 
especially those of Father Pierre, 
Mary’s guide and helper in every crisis; 
fat, happy-go-lucky Mrs. Monahan; 
and Mrs. Ely, a selfish, cranky bigot, 
who might have used her wealth to 
help others. 

The experiences of the heroine as a 
lay nurse and later a nursing nun, in- 
dicate the great advances made in 
medical science and nursing since the 
Civil War. 

Brief Synopsis: 

Mary Grady, sixteen years old, and 
her sister Angie, three years of age, 
were sole survivors of a pioneer Irish 
family in Minnesota, after their home 
was destroyed by an explosion. Angie 
was placed in a convent school and 
Mary started in training as a nurse, 
through the efforts of their pastor, Fa- 
ther Pierre. 

Several years later, Mary met Charles 
Doran, an earnest and conscientious 
young doctor. They became engaged. 
He planned to build a hospital and 


left Mary to supervise the building 
and equipment of the building while 
he went to Germany for special train- 
ing. He returned shattered in health 
and died soon after his return. After 
this second tragedy, Mary took up her 
work again and later became a nursing 
sister. Eventually she was placed in 
the hospital which her fiance had built 
with her aid. 

The third tragedy in her life oc- 
curred when a patient accidentally 
struck her in the eye, causing an injury 
which later made her blind. However, 
her magnificent courage and her faith 
that the Blessed Virgin was always 
near to comfort her, kept her cheerful 
and an inspiration to her friends and 
co-workers. 


* x * 


Sister Madeleva 
Recommends 


Lays OF THE NEw LAND 

Charlie May Simon Dutton, $3.00 
Sister Madeleva, one of our leading 
contemporary poets, is president of St. 
Mary’s College, St. Mary’s, Indiana. 
Poetry in America has long since come 
of age. The selection of our lyric best 
presents genuine problems of elimina- 
tion as well as of inclusion. Particu- 
larly is this true in preparing for stu 
dents of high school age a story book 
of American poets. 

Charlie May Simon has made such 
a selection with fine judgment and great 
literary skill in Lays of the New Land. 
As the wife of John Gould Fletcher, 
she shares with a poet the ways of 
poetry and the friendship of other 
poets. These in turn, she brings to her 
readers in terms of almost conversa 
tional friendliness. The charm of this 
achievement is her own. A score of 
American poets from the boy Bryant to 
Stephen Vincent Benet, she presents 
with so easy a grace that her readers 
will re-discover with delight the poets 
of the past and welcome the goodly 
number of contemporary writers. 

Lays of the New Land combines with 
peculiar skill and informality the biog 
raphies of some twenty most represent 
tive American poets with selection 
from their work. It is a book for the 
teacher, the student, the average readet. 
All will find joy in it. 

—SIsTER M. MADELEVA 
(Catalog Reference No. 64) 
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Global Boondoggling? 


MeN IN MoTION 

Henry J. Taylor Doubleday, $3.00 
Some months ago I wrote in praise of 
Taylor’s Time Runs Out, but my words 
were ineffective. The book for some rea- 
son failed to receive the general praise 
it merited. 

Men in Motion is a better book. Its 
author, a representative of the North 
American Newspaper Alliance is not 
only an experienced war correspondent 
but a successful businessman who gives 
evidence of solid common sense and 
while this book is mainly the chronicle 
of a 30,000 mile trip to Turkey and re- 
turn, the author goes back to his boy- 
hood days to build a foundation for the 
hard-headed philosophy he now eluci- 
dates. 

“America,” he says, “is incomparably 
better off than the rest of the world, and 
it is the solemn duty, the prime duty, 
of our government to see that we remain 
so.” We obtained this position by hard 
and honorable work and the idea that 
our government can arrange freedom 








PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Following the issuance of our April 
number we sent sample copies to 500 
Public Libraries throughout the country 
whose names had reached us in one way 
or another. 

Since that time subscriptions have 
continued to dribble in, together with 
numerous letters of commendation. 

We mention this matter as an indica- 
tion of the fact that public librarians 
are interested in Books ON TRIAL when 
when they become familiar with it, and 
there are undoubtedly a great number 
throughout the country who would sub- 
scribe if they were asked to do so. 

Such subscriptions, of course, would 
not be of value to those who are already 
receiving Books ON TRIAL but it would 
undoubtedly help many others if they 
were able to find this information in 
their libraries, since a great majority 
cannot themselves afford individually to 
pay $2.00 per year. 

®  &. 8 
California 


“Your publication is a most worthy 
undertaking and promises to be of 
great use and value to us and all over 
the land.” 

—San Marino PusBtic LIBRARY 
San Marino, Calif. 
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and prosperity for the whole world is 
not only fatuous but there is no possi- 
bility whatever of our success. “The 
first step we should take in dealing with 
Europe is to recognize our own limita- 
tions and abandon the impertinent idea 
that a world is to be built on the Amer- 
ican concept.” 


Honest Use of the Term “Liberal” No 
Longer Possible 


It has been popular for the so-called 
liberal writers intent upon gaining the 
plaudits of the more woolly-minded 
among us to talk about World War II 
having begun with Franco in Spain. 
Taylor says that he was steeped in the 
cause of liberalism but no longer men- 
tions the fact since the “collectivists 
sold the liberal label and falsified the 
concept” so that any honest use of the 
term is no longer possible. World War 
II, says Mr. Taylor, began with the 
bombing of Corfu on August 31, 1923. 


If we were to base our concept of lib- 
eralism on such writers as Salter, Rey- 
nolds and Waldo Frank we might con- 
clude that it was somehow associated 
with liquor parties, minglings with the 
more degraded elements’ of society, and 
a spirit of unrestrained moral license. 
Reading Taylor, however, we are more 
likely to come across paragraphs like 
this: 

“Regardless of our military 
victory, if liberty is to be saved 
it will be only by a new example. 
It will be by religious conviction, 
by the faith of individuals who 
believe that God intends man to 
be free but also pure. It will be 
by those persons who feel com- 
munion with immortality and 
eternal life, and prefer the soul 
to the whole world. Liberty will 
be saved by those who set an 
example in this, and not by 
those who set the example of 
cleverness.” 


Praises Salazar 


During his long air journey the au- 
thor had many thrilling experiences—a 
fighter plane was lost in the jungles— 
his transport battled for hours in an 
African sand storm—he took part in an 
air battle in Egypt, and was slugged by 
a Gestapo agent in Turkey. Some peo- 
ple will not like the author’s appraisal 
of Portugal’s Prime Minister Salazar, 
to whom he refers as “the century’s 
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most eminent international economist, 
a humanitarian of immense prestige 
throughout the world.” “There is, by 
common consent, no better mind in Eu- 
rope.” He likewise defends the French, 
stating that for anyone to stand at a 
safe distance and speak badly or “ask 
judgment on them with the casualness 
and sophistication of detachment and 
find them unworthy is an outrage 
against common decency.” 


Leaders Indicted 


He is critical of the United States as 
well as England and France because we 
did not take advantage of the oppor- 
tunity to make ourselves fantastically 
strong. The failure of the leaders in this 
respect is a terrible indictment. To get 
our balance it is not enough to look 
ahead; we must look back also to our 
mistakes. 

“This war is a series of agonies, 
a Calvary, which we can only climb 
on bruised and aching knees. If 
our leaders would win our pardon 
they must turn toward Almighty 
God and bow their heads in ever- 
lasting prayer that they be for- 
given for their share.” 


Delusions of Grandeur 


Mr. Taylor is merciless in his dia- 
tribes on our “American Boondoggling 
Corps, which in its stubborn schemes 
is pledging the credit and substance 
of our citizens now and for the future 
in the same irresponsible way which 
made such scandal of our WPA,—who 
spent time in raking in leaves when 
we should have been raking in rubber 

. and have now put boondoggling 
on a world basis. 


“When you leave our shores,’ he 
says “the only voices you ever hear 
speak about a Better World Order are 
either German or American.” Getting 
rid of the Nazis will no more solve 
the German problem than did getting 
rid of the Kaiser. The Germans as a 
whole are clearly in love with the 
thought of a German world. World 
War III is already being planned and 
the one point on which the Germans 
are determined is that “the present 
war must not be fought to the bitter 
end.” 


In my opinion this is the best book 
on the general European situation that 
I have as yet seen published. 

—J.C.T. 
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Books Which Should Not Die 


By Contributing Editor Mary L. Dunn, 
Critic, Lecturer and Writer, Norwood, Mass. 


THE JUDGMENT OF THE NATIONS 
Christopher Dawson Sheed and Ward. $2.50 


HE press and radio today are 
much concerned with clarification 
of our war aims and plans for the 
peace; there is general agreement that 
we must avoid the mistakes of 1918 if 
we are to build a peace that will en- 
dure. But do we see clearly what those 
mistakes were, or the underlying lack 
of understanding which caused them? 


Loss of Unity 


Mr. Dawson in his explanation of 
the present crisis goes back more than 
a thousand years, for he believes we 
cannot understand Europe today unless 
we know her history, unless we realize 
what it was that gave her unity for a 
thousand years, how that unity was 
destroyed, and what are the possibilities 
of its restoration. His analysis and the 
solution he suggests. are based on the 
spiritual elements which gave Europe 
a common culture that was a bond of 
unity in spite of political differences. 
Thus he goes down to the very roots 
of the present chaos with a wisdom 
and appreciation of essential values be- 
yond the scope of politicians and econ- 
omists; the Popes for nearly a hundred 
years have in their encylclicals 
pointed out the same errors and dan- 
gers to our civilization, but Mr. Daw- 
son is the only layman I know who 
has done it so competently. 


Growth of Materialism 


The first half of The Judgment of 
the Nations is entitled The Disintegra- 
tion of Western Civilization and shows 
how the Western world has relegated 
the things of the spirit to the privacy 
of the individual life, and sought to 
build society on the basis of material 
progress; how industrial expansion and 
scientific progress have mechanized the 
life of man to the point where even 
thought must be the result of mass 
production by the machinery of propa- 
ganda so that whole nations are de- 
voted to a demonic will to power; how 
Western culture became secularized 
through religious disunity, and thus 
lost (not irretrievably) the spiritual 
power which is the only power that 


+ 


can truly conquer the spirit of evil and 
destruction and hate. This war then 
is not just a war to “make the world 
safe for democracy”; the democracies 
are fighting for “a human and Christian 
civilization against a barbarism which 
sacrifices every human value to the 
conquet of power.” 


The Development of Nazism 


Mr. Dawson shows how the Nazi 
ideology goes back to certain old theo- 
logical ideas, that the Lutheran idea 
identified the State as an expression 
of the Absolute Spirit, and thus fanatical 
devotion to the State is a part of the 
German tradition. On the other hand, 
Calvinism asserted, as did _ earlier 
Christianity, that the State was de- 
pendent on Divine power and subor- 
dinate to it. 


For a thousand years Europe’s cul- 
ture was based primarily on the 
Christian ideal; in practice, there were 
violations, to be sure, but essentially 
Christendom was a united society com- 
posed of political statés. The League 
of Nations was in reality only a league 
of political states and disregarded cul- 
tural unities, therein lay the essential 
cause of its failure; however, in any 
real peace we must maintain the funda- 
mental principle of the League: “justice 
to all peoples and nationalities and 
their right to live on equal terms of 
liberty and safety with one another.” 


The Problem of Restoration 


Part II discusses the problems in- 
volved in the restoration of a Christian 
order, the greatest of which is “to 
discover the means that are necessary 
to open this new world of apparently 
soulless and soul-destroying mechanism 
to the spiritual world which stands so 
near it.” How “near”? Because “to 
every fresh need there is an answer 
of divine grace” if we but ask for it. 
Another great problem is to discover 
how to have a planned culture which 
will not be totalitarian, but will leave 
room for the things of the spirit and 
“give a spiritual aim to the whole 
system of organization—so that the ma- 
chine becomes the servant of the spirit 
and not its master.” This means, of 
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course, a society based on Christian 
social principles: dependence on Divine 
order, the Natural Law, justice based 
on moral principles and the eternal 
laws that are their foundation. 


The Achievement of Unity 


Mr. Dawson believes that now when 
the Western world is united in a com- 
mon peril we must achieve a Christian 
unity which will assure to all freedom 
of association, freedom of vocation, and 
freedom of communication; in Europe 
these freedoms may be established 
through a system of federation, some- 
thing like the British Commonwealth 
of Nations. Spiritually, unity can be 
achieved if all who believe in Christ 
will unite to awaken the world to the 
Spirit of God in man—not just be con- 
tent with good intentions, but use the 
mind for power of good as our enemies 
use it for evil, so that through the 
power of the Spirit we may “restore all 
things in Christ.” 

* * * 


Who Wants B. O. T. ? 


We have been analyzing the circula- 
tion of Books ON TriaL and it is 
highly interesting to note that in some 
cities we have ten times.as many sub- 
scribers as in others of equal popula- 
tion. 

Tracing the matter further we find 
that in many cases the increased cir- 
culation is due to the fact that some 
interested subscriber has in some way 
brought Booxs ON TRIAL to the atten- 
tion of his friends and neighbors. 

We have heard of numerous cases 
where 10, 15 or 20 subscriptions have 
come in as the result of a short am 
nouncement and explanation of our pur- 
pose at some meeting. 

The only conclusion we can draw 
from these happenings is that there are 
great numbers who would subscribe to 
Booxs ON TriAt if they knew of it. 
We might bring Booxs ON Tria t0 
the attention of such people by pub 
lished advertising, but if we did this 
we would have to increase the sub 
scription price in order to be able to 
pay for the advertising. 


It would be a very great help to. us} 


if subscribers would take the time t0 
send us a list of the names of thos 
they think might be interested if 
Booxs ON TRIAL and who would bene 
fit by having it in their homes. 








ee ees oe ee oo 


oS ta we 3G ae ee fe 





I Se 


‘ies 


ila- 


me 
ub- 
ila- 


find 
cir- 


way 
ten- 


ASES 
lave 


pur- 
raw 
e to 
f it. 
L tO 


pub- 


sub- 
e to 


0. US) 
e 10 
hose 
1 iD 





July-August, 1943 








Boy Scout Founder 


BAaDEN-POWELL 

E. E. Reynolds Oxford Illus., $2.75 
Reviewed by Cyril Clemens, President 
of the International Mark Twain So- 
ciety and Staff Contributor of Booxs 
On TRIAL. 


od ie writing of this book was un- 
dertaken at the request of the 
Council of the Boy Scouts Asso- 
ciation,” says the author of the first 
and well-written, informative biography 
of Lord Baden-Powell of Gilwell. “That 
is the only sense in which the result 
can be termed an official biography, 
for I have been allowed full liberty in 
the choice and interpretation of the 
wealth of material put at my disposal.”’ 
Born on February 22, 1857, Baden- 
Powell attended the ancient Charter- 
house School, and then was sent up to 
Oxford to be interviewed by Benjamin 
Jowett, the famous master of Balliol. 
The latter promptly decided that the 
lad was “not quite up to Balliol form.” 
So Baden-Powell took an open examina- 
tion for an army commission—and out 
of 700 candidates he won second place 
for cavalry and fourth for infantry. By 
a curious rule, the first six on the list 
were excused training at Sandhurst and 
their commissions were antedated two 
years. So on the 11th of September, 
1876, he was gazetted a sub-lieutenant 
in the 13th Hussars, and took ship to 
join his regiment in India. He saw 
much service in India and Africa prior 
to the South African War, in which he 
defended Mafeking for seven months 
(1899-1900) and subsequently orga- 
nized the South African Constabulary. 
In 1908 he organized the Boy Scout and 
Girl Guide Movements. The biographer 
brings out that the basic methods used 
in the Boy Scouts were developed by 
‘B-P’ during his early years in India, 
Matabelaland, and South Africa. For 
his great work for the youth of the 
world, a peerage was bestowed in 1929. 
He died on January 8th, 1941, and 
was buried at Nyeri, South Africa, 
whither he had gone for his health. 


A “Phony” General 


That the Scout Founder had a keen 
sense of humor the following will show, 
“Inevitably there were regimental con- 
certs while the regiment waited at Ko- 
koran for more active work. At one of 
these B.-P. carried out a typical bit 
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of foolery which under some command- 
ing officers might have led to serious 
trouble. . . . During the concert, there 
was a disturbance at the back of the 
hall on the unexpected entry of a visit- 
ing General. The colonel welcomed 
him, but was rather surprised when his 
guest offered to perform! He mounted 
the platform and sang the Major-Gen- 
eral’s song from the new Gilbert and 
Sullivan opera The Pirates of Penzance. 
Then is was realized that the per- 
former was B.-P. himself. He had pre- 
viously ascertained that his Colonel 
had never met a General who was 
stationed at Kandahar, and had bor- 
rowed a uniform from an A.D.C.” 

This reviewer was much interested 
to learn that in South Africa officers 
on active duty could do newspaper 
work. 

“There were six who were acting as 
newspaper correspondents, and this he 
(Burleigh, the civilian corresondent of 
the Daily Telegraph) not unjustifiably 
felt was undesirable since their inside 
knowledge gave them an advantage 
over regular correspondents, while their 
official positions fretted their judgment. 
B.-P. was one of these, and his skill 
as an artist added to his usefulness. He 
even scored a scoop by telegraphing 
the news of the occupation of Kumassi 
to the coast; the breaking down of the 
telegraph line in a storm immediately 
afterwards prevented anyone else from 
sending the news for two days.” 

After his death, some messages were 
found among B.-P.’s papers. “The real 
way to get happiness is by giving out 
happiness to other people,” he advised 
the Boy Scouts. “Try and leave this 
world a little better than you found it 
and when your turn comes to die, you 
can die happy in feeling that at any 
rate—you have done your best—stick 
to your Scout promise always—even 
after you have ceased to be a boy— 
and God help you to do it.” 

(Catalog No. 65) 











BRIAR CLIFF COLLEGE 


SIOUX CITY, IOWA 


A Catholic College for young women con- 
ducted by the Sisters of Saint Francis. Fully 
accredited. (B. A. and B. S. degrees con- 
ferred. Liberal Arts; combined courses in com- 
merce, nursing, and teacher training. Beauti- 
fully located.) For further particulars, address: 
The Registrar. 





SPIRITUAL 


66 

Brebeuf and His Brethren 

E. J. Pratt Basilian Press, $1.50 
The Sign: “The remarkable story of the 
Jesuit martyrs of North America in the early 
part of the seventeenth century. .. . 

“The author ...is an accomplished Ca- 
nadian poet . . . a book that is rich in 
spiritual and intellectual dividends.” 


67 

St. Charles Borromeo 

Cesare Orsenigo Herder, $4.00 
Marcellus Manzo in The Cowl: “. . . . trans- 
lation of Archbishop Orsenigo’s life of St. 
Charles Borromeo. Students of Church his- 
tory will treasure the book for its historical 
information. . . . Devout persons will wel- 
come the book as a mirror of practical vir- 
tue. 

“Every tertiary will find in St. Charles Bor- 
romeo’s life much that will instruct, uplift, 
and edify.” 


68 
His Father’s Business 
Robert F. Grewen, S.J. America, $1.50 
The: Sign: “. ‘Thoughts For These 
Times.’ The author wrote with an eye to the 
men in the armed forces and so his book is 
an ideal gift for soldiers and sailors. . . . 
“Easily a first choice among recent Spiritu- 
al Reading books.” 


69 
Little Miss Moses 

Julie Bedier Longmans, $1.00 
O.S.V.: “A quartet of delightful stories for 
children . by Julie Bedier, Maryknoll 
religious. ... 

“Louis Trevisan has again made the pic- 
tures . . generously provided, well done 
in black and white drawings, and the more 
elaborate in splashings of green.” 


70 
Mary of the Magnificat 
Elizabeth Hart S & W, $1.00 
O.S.V.: “. . . nine beautiful meditations on 


the life of the Virgin Mother by Mother 
Hart. . . . A lovely book . . . done in 
classic diction through faith and love inspira- 
tion.” 


71 
Shining in Darkness 

F. X. Talbot American Press, $2.00 
“Dramas of the Nativity and the Resurrec- 
tion” 

Dominicana: “We recommend Shining in 
Darkness for all those who desire an inti- 
mate view into some heretofore misty scenes 
and to those who wish to make the story of 
Christ better known, and Christ Himself bet- 
ter loved.” 

72 
This Rosary 

Anthony M. Fuerst Bruce, $0.75 
OSV: “In simple language . . . the nature of 
the Rosary, its history, manner of reciting 
. . . the book has a definite message.” 
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REVIEW EXCERPTS x COMMENTS x CATALOG 


73 
Men in Motion** 
Taylor D-D, $3.00 
See Review. 
74 


The Ministry of Fear 

Graham Greene Viking, $2.50 
Commonweal: “. . . Greene is one of the few 
—the very few—authors in a world at war 
who does not make one despair utterly of the 


contemporary novel.” 

75 
Mission to Moscow 
The following comments are taken from a 
2-page editorial in the Saturday Review of 
Literature, which begins by saying, 

‘We feel justified, in part, for commenting 
on the new film . . . because it stems from a 
book; in larger part, because it involves the 
question of propaganda in the arts .. . 

“Judged as historical fact . . . Mission to 
Moscow is a bad jumble in which are tangled 
truths, half-truths, facts; near facts, fear, mis- 
takes, point-stretching, faulty chronology and 
out and out distortion . . . an inexplicable and 
inexcusable blunder.” 

76 
A Moment of Truth 

Col. Charles Sweeney Scribner, $2.75 
This book should be required reading for all 
those who have been thinking that this war 
will be a “push-over” for the United Nations. 

It ranks with Men in Motion, another 
“must.” 

4é 
The Moonlight Traveller 

Sel. by Phillip Van Doren Stern DD, $3.00 
This anthology of “the greatest tales of fan- 
tasy and the supernatural” in the English lan- 
guage is not recommended as a volume to 
deepen the reader’s understanding or increase 
his appreciation of the genuinely supernatural. 
As a selection of fantastic stories, which by 
and large ignore the question of morality, it 
will be found engrossing. 

The different stories are not offensive and 
are sufficiently far-fetched that no one should 
be fooled. 


78 
Morality and the Social Order 
Ludwig Ruland Herder, $2.50 
The Sign: “, . . the third and final volume of 


Dr. Ruland’s Pastoral Theology. The first two 
volumes entitled Pastoral Medicine and Foun- 
dations of Morality respectively . . . confined 
to the application of fundamental principles of 
Morality to man’s relations with his fellows as 
an individual, as a member of the family, and 
a a citizen of the state. 

“...a valuable addition to any . . . library.” 


79 

Moscow Dateline 

Henry Cassidy H M, $3.00 
The author is an AP correspondent. Un- 
able to reach Stalin for an interview he wrote 
to him and to the world’s surprise received 
Prompt and pertinent replies, which made 
headlines throughout the world. 





“Author of Notre Dame—100 Years. 


(Including Titles Not Shown On Chart) 


The author feels certain that the Russian 
government did not expect Hitler’s attack. 
He explains that the war of nerves, so im- 
portant in other countries, did not effect 
Russia because of their solidity and remote 
situation. Not realizing the so-called invinci- 
bility of the Germans, they fought back— 
with what results, the world knows. 

It is interesting to note that he believes 
the discouragement of religion still continues 
and that atheistic teachings and other ob- 
stacles such as special taxes remain in effect 
to obstruct religion. 

A considerable amount of human interest 
material is included, but like numerous other 
correspondents’ books a lot of space is taken 
up with the details of daily routine. Highly 
Approved. 


80 
Mother Russia 

Maurice Hindus DD, $3.50 

Interesting ‘to students of the Russian situ- 
ation is this account by a man who went 
first to Russia twenty years ago to get a 
magazine story. 

The old peasant, he says, has disappeared. 

War has changed the outlook and the 
author is inclined, it would seem, to present 
a fair picture, although somewhat inclined 
to eulogize the Russian people. 

Religion, he says, played and to this day 
plays no part in the determination of mo- 
rality or any other social relationship. 

Speculating on a dissolution of the Comin- 
tern the author believes that if its members 
are “no longer obliged to base themselves on 
the support of a foreign policy, the Communist 
parties, or those that take their place, 
whatever their name and whoever their 
leaders, may become far more aggressive in 
their radicalism than they are now.” 


Rating H. S.-No Adults — WR. 
81 
New Theatres and Old 
Mordecai Gorelik French, $4.50 


This 553 page book was published in 1941 
but because of its nature should remain fresh 
and useful for many years to those interested 
in the drama and its ramifications. 


82 
A Newman Treasury 

Ed. by Charles F. Harrold Longmans, $4.00 
Arthur J. Hope* in Ave Maria: “Mr. Har- 
rold, who is professor of English at Michigan 
State Normal College, says in his preface 
(which is designed to be read): “The reader 
of books concerning Newman generally wishes 
to know, and, I think, always should know, 
the religious standpoint of the editor or 
writer. In the present case he is an Episco- 
palian.’ 

“T would never have guessed he was not a 
Catholic had he not told us so. 

“He speaks of Newman’s Roman Catholic 
spirit not just with sympathy but, in my 
judgment, with conviction. 

«“ . . the editor has given a splendid pref- 
atory note with each of the excerpts chosen. 
Of interest, too, is the chapter entitled ‘Aphor- 


istic Selections, clear, sharp, pith sentences 
and paragraphs that remind us somehow of 
the Pensées of Paschal.” 


83 
News Is What We Make It 
Kenneth Stewart Houghton, $3.00 
Commonweal: “. . . the story of the men 


who do the work of getting out the papers, 
and these men are not the well known foreign 
correspondents or the columnists. . . . The 
thesis is indicated in the book’s title: in the 
long run what the public gets as news is 
determined by the character of the men who 
actually write the papers.” 


84 
Old Nameless 
Sidney Shalett Appleton, $2.00 
Thrilling eye-witness accounts of naval bat- 
tles near Guadalcanal. Some profanity—not 
particularly offensive for adults. 


85 

Order in the Court 

John C. Knox Scribner, $2.75 
New York Herald Tribune: “Judge Knox, 
the senior United States Judge for the 
Southern District of New York expounds 
the law, philosophizes on modern society and 
recounts many incidents—some amusing, some 
tragic—which he has observed in the course 
of his twenty-five years on the bench. 

“., . a fine job is this book, which can be 
read with profit and pleasure by patriots, 
lawyers, unioneers, and even by other judges.” 


86 
The Other Americans 
Edward Tomlinson Scribners, $3.00 
Commonweal: “Tomlinson is one of the best 
informed journalists on the subject that we 
have . . . in a 400-page book he can do little 
more than register a few significant personal 
experiences . . . friendly, informational mate- 
rial that makes pleasant reading.” 


87 
Our Good Neighbor Hurdle 

John W. White Bruce, $2.50 
No matter from what stand-point it is judged 
this is a book of great significance which 
should be read by those of good will every- 
where. 

It completely contradicts the views given 
by most of our newspapers on the Sinarquista 
movement in Mexico, and will make the 
great majority of North Americans shudder 
at their distorted views of our South Ameri- 
can neighbors. 

Mr. White, a non-Catholic, has spent 28 
years south of the Rio Grande—opened the 
first AP bureau in South America and has 
represented several of our largest metropoli- 
tan dailies. 

89 
Outline History of the Church 

Joseph McSorley Herder, $7.50 
Excellent. To be reviewed in our next issue 
by Thomas F. Woodlock—1943 Laetare Med- 
allist. 
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90 
The Pageant of the Popes 
John Farrow Sheed, $3.50 
Our Sunday Visitor: “. . . John Farrow has 


done an excellent work. The over 400 pages 
testify to hard labor and careful research, 
and the publishers have made of his material 


a book beautiful . . . one that will grace your 
book-shelf and inform your Catholic mind.” 
91 ‘ 


The Portable Steinbeck 

Pascal Covici, Editor Viking, $2.50 
A 600 page anthology in the new, compact 
format including several of Steinbeck’s more 
undesirable selections. 


92 
Prefaces to Peace 
A Symposium Co-operatively Pub., $3.50 
Willkie — Hoover —Gibson — Welles— Wallace 
pronouncements on post-war reconstruction. 
Required reading for those who would under- 
stand the thoughts of these leaders. 


3 


Principles of Peace 
The Bishops Committee NCWC, $7.50 
(Distributed by Bruce Pub. Co.) 

Indispensable. See Index for further com- 
ment. 

93 
Queens Die Proudly 

W. L. White Harcourt, $2.50 
John S. Kennedy in the Hartford Transcript: 
“The role played by the Flying Fortresses 
in the opening months of the war with 
Japan.... 

“The story . .. is one of unostentatious 
heroism, of a heart-breaking fight against ter- 
rible odds, of a shortage of everything ex- 
cept grit and skill in the face of a shrewdly 
employed abundance of all kinds of equip- 
ment on the part of the Japanese. 

“  . , there are some superbly related com- 
bat stories. 

“The distinctive and most impressive fea- 
ture of the technique employed by Mr. White 
is the vividly personal style. 

“Tt is clear from this book that we cannot 
beat the Japanese with our bare hands or 
with one hand tied behind our back. They 
are a formidable foe.” 

The Sign: “From the mouths of now one 
and now another of the crew the story un- 
folds of how our boys struck telling blows at 
the onsweeping Japs in the Southwest Pa- 
cific War. It is a grand story, with gallantry 
and heartaches and action and (this is the 
only black mark against the book) occasional 
profanity.” 

94 

Rights of Man and the Natural Law 

Jacques Maritain $1.50 
An essay on Political Philosophy—published 
July 19th. The author’s stature as one of the 
world’s deepest thinkers increases year by 
year. 


95 
The Road to San Jacinto 
L. L. Foreman 
Edward McBride in Cowl: “. . 
historical tale of adventure, romance, 
mystery. 
“. . espionage... 


Dutton, $2.50 
. a rousing 
and 


immortal defense of 


f 
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the Alamo ... the Battle of the Coleto... 
Sam Houston’s Texas Army .. . exceptionally 
interesting. . . .” 
96 

Say the Bells of Old Missions 

Elizabeth W. DeHuff Herder, $1.75 
Extension: “. . . This author has made a 
worth-while contribution to American Indian 
ethnology by gathering together these legends 
connected with old Catholic missions of New 
Mexico. She has, moreover, added a colorful 
and interesting chapter fo American folklore.” 


97 
A Sense of Humus 


Bertha Damon S&S, $2.50 


Commonweal: “. . . a highly personal book; 
it is really Mrs. Damon’s ‘What I Have Liked 
in New Hampshire’. . . She has lived and 
experienced and read. She is capable of genu- 
ine artistry.” 
98 

Seven Golden Cities 

Mabel Farnum Bruce, $0.00 

To be reviewed in next issue. 
Recommended to All 


99 

The Shining Sea 
K. Gorranson-Ljungman Sheridan,.$2.50 
Only the sea is clean in this one. “Ro- 
mantically ‘bawdy, innocently adulterous” 


would be some reviewers’ word for it. Ob- 


jectionable throughout. Riley Hughes 
100 
Shining Trail, The 
Iola Fuller DS &P, $3.00 


Historical novel of Indian life (The Sacs), by 
the author of The Loon Feather. Highly inter- 
esting to those of Middle West—Blackhawk— 
Keokuk—Tomah—Wenona and many other 
Sacs (or Sauks), are featured. 


101 
Since You Went Away 
Margaret Wilder Whittlesey, $2.00 
A wife’s letters to her soldier husband—very 
well done—and satisfactory for all. 
Elizabeth M. Odell in America: “. . . Mrs. 
Wilder’s ability to expand small everyday 
events into gay-sounding adventures; her 
carefulness to include those traits that mark 
a man’s family as distinctively his own; her 
indefatigable lightheartedness in the face of 
domestic difficulties, and ther cheerful plans 
for the future, furnish an enviable example 
to those of us who for the duration of the 
war must keep alive in some soldier’s heart 
a picture of his home as clear, warm and 
sustaining as it was the day he went away.” 


102 
So Help Me 
George Jessel Random, $2.50 
Time: “. . . what William Saroyan, in a 


rather sniffy introduction, suspects is just 
the first of Georgie’s autobiographies. Though 
any future ones should have no trouble ex- 
celling So Help Me in literary merit, none 
can hope to outdo it for frankness and ques- 
tionable taste. Jessel shoots the works, Rous- 
seaus his wild oats, touts his triumphs, 
flaunts his flops, underscores his drinking, 
italicizes his debts. . . . 

“Next to Jessel in importance are Jessel’s 
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gags. The best are none too brilliant. Of ; 
decrepit theater he played in: ‘I was sup 
there were wild deer in the balcony.’ 0 
quarters in a crowded hotel: ‘We were finally 
given a room overlooking a coat hanger,” 


103 

Some Lies and Errors of History 

Reuben Parsons Ave Maria, $1.5) 
Dominicana: “. . . this new edition is mor 
than welcome: to afford some ready and 
fairly short answers to rebukes . . . to en 
lighten the Catholic on issues of more or les 
concern to himself. 

“ . . it is difficult to find elsewhere sud 
a variety of disputed questions gathered inty 
a single volume.” 


104 
South American Journey 

Waldo Frank Duell, $3.0 
Commonweal: “. . . Mr. Frank has an mw 
excelled talent at talking about himself anj 
making the reader like it. 

“  . . he tells us of his almost despair fe 
Argentina . . . writes of the black reaction 
in that country . . . he is outspoken enough 
about the Church and its ministry, . . . Hs 
general thesis . . . we must combine demo 
racy with an economic collectivism which } 
sees to be inevitabe . . . tends to make a te 
ligion of democracy.” 

HS—No. FMS 


105 
Soviet Russia’s Foreign Policy 1939-194 

David J. Dallin Yale U., $3.5 
Robert C. Hartnett in America: “This care 
fully prepared study of Soviet Russia’s foreig 
policy on the eve and in the wake of he 
attack by Hitler makes very profitable real; 
ing. 

“Russia’s over-all strategy . . . was base 
on two premises . . . first . . . that she would 
have to fight a war, with Germany .. 
among the enemies; . . . second, that Russi 
would have to prepare for and wage th 
war alone, as it might turn out to be av 
of capitalist countries against the Communi 
State. 

“The importance of this book is to keep 
aware of the problems before us. 


106 
Spanish Colonization of America 

Silvio Zavala U. of Pa., $14 
W. Eugene Shiels in America: “. . . a stk 
ing book. 

“Zavala is an expert ... his reputat 
throughout the Americas stands second 1 
none in his field. 

“|. . a work of synthesis and interpre 
tion . . . takes the ground out from un 
many present day politicians who toss ab 
the ancient diatribes against Spain to win t 
votes of the poor . . . highly readable.” 


107 

Spirit of Enterprise, The 

Edgar M. Queeny Scribner, $2 
Speaking for the businessman, this author, Wi 
is an industrialist, champions free enterp 
and advocates abolishing economic plant 
and the controls which go with it. It is? 
kind of book that should be read by # 
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who have been yelling for an over-throw of 
the present system in an attempt to get for 
themselves a balanced view. 


108 
The Squad Goes Out 
Robert Greenwood B M, $2.50 
A story of the A.R.P. (Air Raid Precau- 
tion) workers during the bombings of Lon- 
don. Love, courage and tragedy. 


Satisfactory for Adults. H. S—No. 
109 
The Story of Dr. Wassell 
James Hilton Little, $1.50 


The Sign: “Amid the fertile outcropping of 
war stories this one should bulk large. The 
renowned author of Good-bye Mr. Chips and 
Random Harvest enlarges the scope of his 
métier by writing a fictional biography of 
the heroic Navy doctor who merited the 
Navy Cross for his distinguished services in 
removing a group of wounded sailors from 
the island of Java. 

“A thrilling saga of heroism and fidelity 
to duty... .” 


110 
The Synthetic Philanthropist 
J. H. Wallis Dutton, $2.50 
Haphazard story. “Called out on strikes” by a 
leading secular reviewer. 


lll 
Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo 
T. W. Lawson Random, $2.00 
Excellent story of bombing raid. Some profan- 
ity, but not highly offensive. 


112 
Tales from the Rectory 

Francis Clement Kelley Bruce, $2.25 
The Liguorian: “. . . All these stories are 
told with the same deft skill of a born story 
teller. Pathos, humor, and deep spirituality 
are woven into them. Enjoyment, recreation, 
and no little spiritual profit will come from 
an evening spent listening to Bishop Kelley.” 

The Sign: “. .. Contrived through some of 
these stories are, they are told with such 
ease that the reader falls under the story- 
teller’s gracious spell. 

“. . the charm and competence of the 
author compensate for these imperfections.” 
Reviewed. 

113 
They Also Ran 

Irving Stone DD, $3.50 
Chicago Sun Book Week: “What makes un- 
Successful presidential candidates run... 
what . . . causes their defeat? What would 
have happened if they had been elected... . 

“Party lines. Stone thinks, seem to in- 
fluence voters more than sound and inde- 
pendent judgment. ‘A two-party system is 
Necessary to the functioning of a democracy,’ 
he says, ‘yet out of the two-party system 

arisen a majority of the political ills of 
the nation. No political sulfa drugs have 
been evolved which could eradicate these 
flection diseases.’ 

“Stone’s task in writing this book has not 
been an easy one. . . . A balanced appraisal 
8 difficult. . . . Stone is audaciously and 
pungently irreverent without being malicious.” 

John D. Boyd in America: “The author 





writes with sparkle and arresting liveliness. 
All in all, he turns in a superior performance. 


114 

This Man Was Ireland 
Robert Farren S & W, $3.00 
Charles M. Carey in Ave Maria: “. . . an 


epic on the life of St. Columcille, by the 
competent young Dublin poet, Robert Far- 
ren... The period .. . the beginning of the 
Golden Age of Gaelic Christianity. Its sub- 


ject . . . one of the chief glories of Ireland 
and Scotland... .” 
115 
Thunderhead 
Mary O’ Hara Lippincott, $2.75 


My Friend Flicka, (the story of a boy and 
his colt) was a hit of the nation. Thunder- 
head is the son of Flicka—and the horses of 
Goose Bar Ranch are again “the zestful per- 
sonalities. . . .” 

This is the story of clashing personalities 
—of adventure, of development, and of love. 
Somewhat over-done. Thoroughly Christian 


in spirit. More suitable for those above 
High School. 
116 
Trade Mark of a Traitor 
Kathleen Knight Crime Club, $2.00 
Inoffensive—Crime Club selection. 
117 


Tunis Expedition 

Darryl F. Zanuck Random, $2.00 
America: “. . . personal diary of the North 
African campaign . . . vividly written, fast- 
paced human document . .. good as any- 
thing which has come from any working 
journalist. 

“Bombings, strafings, dog-fights overhead 
and a constant awareness of death and near- 
death are the order of the day on his filming 
expedition.” 

Generally Satisfactory. 


118 
Twilight of Capitalism and the War 
Walter John Marx Herder, $2.75 
Benjamin L. Masse in America: “By capital- 
ism, Professor Marx means an economic or- 
der dominated by large-scale industrial en- 
terprise conducted primarily for private 
profit. . . . This system the author hates... 
he chronicles its rise . . . predicts its approach- 
ing dissolution. ... 
“ . . for the average intelligent reader, 
. an able and non-technical summary of 
the growing body of anti-capitalist literature. 
“. . . the strongest anti-capitalist arguments 
. are derived from politics rather than 
from economics . . . does not expect any 
loosening of the present tight controls after 
the war.” 
See Comment—May Issue. 


119 

Twilight of Civilization 
Jacques Maritain S & W, $1.50 
The Sign: “Maritain deserves to be classed 
among those spiritual giants who labor 
valiantly and effectively for the construction 
of a better world . . . a critique of ‘classical 
humanism’ , . . the principles are so timeless 
that most of what Maritain writes will be 
contemporaneous for a long time to come.” 





120 

Understanding Fiction 
Brooks & Warren Crofts, $1.75 
Dominicana: “. . . an anthology of thirty- 
seven representative short stories with ac- 
companying analyses . . . the principles of 
fine writing, rather than the mechanics, wisely 
receive the emphasis. . . . A bargain at the 
price for the stories alone, it has in addition 
all the requisites for a splendid text-book.” 


121 
U. S. Foreign Policy 
Walter Lippmann Little, $1.50 
America: “Take a good look at the title of 
this compact little book because you are go- 
ing to hear more about it as the days and 
weeks go by . . . a notable book. 
Reviewed. 
122 
Upon This Rock 
Emile Cammaerts Harper’s, $1.50 
Jerome Kobel in The Cowl: “. . . a book 
embodying a philosophy of bereavement and 
pain. The author . . . an eminent Belgian 
poet . . . lost his only son, an R.AF. pilot, 
in the first months of the present war. M. 
Cammaerts maintains that a man’s attitudes 
toward life will in the main depend on his 
philosophy of death. . . .” 


123 
The Voice of the Trumpet 


Robert Henriques F R, $2.00 
America: . . . “profound experience of an 
English Commando officer . . . hard to read 


and harder to understand. 

“Using words as his instruments as delicate- 
ly as ever a surgeon used a knife, Smith, the 
Captain, dissects for us a human soul, until 
it lies bare and quivering on the pages of a 
book. The result is more easily felt than 
described.” 


124 
We Can Win This War 

Col. W. F. Kernan . Little, $1.50 
Chicago Daily News: “. . . the desperate cry 
of a man who knows that the mere spend- 
ing of additional billions of dollars will not 
win the war. Time (according to Kernan) 
is not working on the side of the democra- 
cies. It is still working 24 hours a day for 
Adolf Hitler. We can win the war. But the 
margin is narrower hour by hour. 

“The sickening optimism on which we are 
being pap-fed by radio ‘commentators’ will 
be washed out of your mouth with a single 
swig of this acid.” 


125 
We Stand with Christ 
Joseph Clifford Fenton Bruce, $3.75 
Dominicana: “. . . an excellent manual of 
Apologetics. 


“. . one which will meet the needs of 
students in our colleges and universities. 
Never before has the need of courses in 
Apologetics been so evident as at the present 
time. For this reason we highly recommend 
Dr. Fenton’s book to all professors and 
students. We believe that in it they will find 
a veritable storehouse of apologetic litera- 
ture.” 
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126 
What of the Night? 

Mrs. Belloc Lowndes Dodd, $2.50 
Ave Maria: “Another bit of journalistic writ- 
ing by the sister of Hilaire Belloc. The theme 
is about England at war, done with a 
feminine sympathy to detail. Although the 
theme is war, there is little that suggests 
race hatred or brutality. The book might 
be suggested for family reading.” 


127 
When the Veil Is Rent 
Francis Clement Kelley S.A.G., $1.50 
The Vincentian: “This book is not for the 
general public . . . will serve excellently .. . 
for those who are well read in ascetic litera- 
ture.” 


128 
Willow Run 
Glendon Swarthout Crowell, $2.50 
Commonweal: “Before we had read very 


much of ‘Willow Run’ we decided that there 
should be a law that would prohibit young 
hopefuls from writing a novel until said hope- 
fuls had first published six short stories in 
reputable magazines. 

“ .. a very bad novel, full of unreal peo- 
ple who talk all wrong and act like idiot 
children . . . why did Mr. Swarthout, with 
so little fictional training, have the temerity 
to tackle a proletarian novel? 

“The answer is Rousseau . . . and all the 
absurd drivel of Romanticism—nourished by 
laziness, dreams, and impatience that has accu- 
mulated from his day to the present, until 
now all kinds of people believe, either con- 
sciously or subconsciously, that the genius of 
an artist really is a law unto itself, swinging 
free of all such earthy considerations as back- 
ground, training, the laws of time and 
growth, and the nasty business of hard 
work.” 


129 
The Wind That Swept Mexico 
Anita Brenner Harper, $3.75 
Chicago Sun Book Week: “Miss Brenner 
achieves remarkable simplicity out of the 
complexities of the revolution. . . . She has 


known how to portray Lombardo Toledano’s : 


Stanlist affiliations and functions as a labor 
lieutenant of the government, without neglect- 
ing the real material benefits which the labor 
movement provides. .. . 

James A. Magner in The Sign: “. . . the 
story of the Mexican Revolution... 

“To Miss Brenner, the word ‘Catholic’ 
spells poison. The Church gets credit for 
nothing except for being a sort of glittering 
but decrepit handmaid of the Liberal era, 
ever ready to exercise the ‘mental authority 
of priests’ over a long unsuspecting but 
now awakening people.” 

Wilfrid Parsons in America: “, . . marked 
by an extreme bias against the Catholic 
Church. The old charges of undue wealth 
are repeated, and a new one introduced... . 
The rebel Cristeros are dubbed “Ohristers” 
(a fighting name in the Bronx) and the name 
of Christ the King is often used in contexts 
that imply contempt. The Nazi-invented 
phrase “political Catholics” is used. 





“. . . This reviewer has always maintained 
that the attempt to bring social justice to 
the oppressed poor of Mexico has consistently 
been sabotaged by dishonest politicians and 
grafting generals, from Carranza to Cardenas. 
There is abundant evidence in these pages 
to substantiate this charge. Cardenas, it is 
true, is Miss Brenner’s hero, and she admits 
that Lombardo Toledano’s labor union is con- 
trolled by the Communists. But even Car- 
denas’s regime is shown to have been riddled 
with corruption. As for the present Presi- 
dent, Avila Camacho, she is against him, and 
apparently for the reason that he has at 
last brought religious peace to the Mexicans.” 


130 


Winter’s Tales 


Isak Dinesen Random, $2.50 


Joan Grace in America: “a book of stories 
with the fancifulness of fairy tales . . . for 
adults, . .. 

“|. . the authoress has succeeded in captur- 
ing for adults the same starkness, the same 
free play with fantasy, that the best fairy 
tales preserve for the imaginative child. 

. . . will appeal to a selective public . 

a triumph of style.” 

The Sign: “In contemporary literature there 
is nothing quite like the curious and disturb- 
ing stories of Baroness Karen Blixen, who 
uses the pseudonym “Isak Dinesen.” 

. . . “While admiring the superb craftsman- 
ship of this Scandinavian Saki, one cannot 
but be shocked by the concept of human 
nature which her tales set forth.” 


131 

With a Merry Heart 

Paul J. Phelan Longmans, $3.25 
The Sign: “You won’t laugh at everything in 
this book. But some selections are going to 
strike your immortal soul amidships.” 
Our Sunday Visitor: “Humor is a solvent for 
many of the hard things in life... . It is a 
pleasure . . . to present to you Mr. Phelan’s 
Treasury of Humor.” 
Cyril Clemens in America: “It is never an 
easy task to compile a good anthology, espe- 
cially one of humor, but Professor Phelan 
of Santa Clara University has succeeded ad- 
mirably. ... 

“The introductory remarks for each author 
are always happily expressed.” 
Brooklyn Tablet: “. . . one of the happiest 
literary events in many years... .” 


132 
The World of the Four Freedoms 

Sumner Welles Columbia U., $1.75 
New York Herald Tribune: “Mr. Welles has 
clearly enunciated a series of first principles. 
The ‘blind selfishness’ of the American flight 
into isolation after the last war contributed 
largely to the subsequent disasters and must 
not be repeated; we are now ‘reaping the 
bitter fruit of our own folly and our own 
lack of vision.’ 

“ , . a fundamental document in the de- 
velopment of American policy, while it leaves 
one with a very genuine respect for the Un- 
der Secretary of State.” 

The Sign: “For a clear, concise, and brief 
study of what our future economic and 


political order should be, we heartily recom- 
mend .. .” 
134 


The Year of Decision 
Bernard De Voto Little, $3.50 


Extension: “, . . this is a place for fulsome 
praise. DeVoto has really accomplished some. 
thing fine. . . . We have seen no more vivid 
and satisfying history in a long time.” 


135 
Young Lady Randolph 


Rene Kraus Putnam’s, $3.50 
America: “. . . a fascinating picture of the 
last years of the Victorian era and contributes 
an enlightening background for the portrait 
of England’s great Prime Minister.” 


136 


Your First Baby 
Louise Glemser Barnes, $1.00 


Sane, helpful, common-sense advice—from 
pre-natal care through the second year. Very 
nicely illustrated, with space for a person- 
alized record. We have had it checked by ex- 
perts—and it’s very good. 


x * & 
ELIZABETH ANN MURPHY 


It is our pleasure to announce a fur- 
ther addition to our Staff of Contrib- 
uting Editors—Miss Elizabeth Am 
Murphy, B.A., M.A., Ph.D., University 
of Wisconsin—a writer of wide experi- 
ence and versatility who has reviewed 
books over a number of radio stations 
and for women’s clubs throughout the 
Middle West. 

Miss Murphy has written daily col- 
umns of theatre criticism and movie re 
views for the Wisconsin State Journal. 
She is an instructor in English literature 
at the College of St. Teresa, Winona, 
Minn., and is Editor-in-Chief of the Phi 
Delta Gamma Journal, official organ of 
that national fraternity of graduate 
women. 







* * * 





Renewal Subscriptions 

In our April issue we enclosed an it 
sert calling attention to the fact that 
the subscriptions of those who had 
started with the first issue had expired 

It has been very interesting to & 
to note that since that time practically 
the same number of renewal subscrip 
tions are received daily. 

Because of the fact that renew 
als up to this time are practically 
100% and on account of the nut 
ber of new subscriptions contint 
ally coming in, we now believe thal 
it may be possible that we will ne 
have to increase our subscriptit 
price unless there are other W 
foreseen developments. 
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What Is a Chetnik? 


WRATH OF THE EAGLES 
Frederick Heydenau Dutton, $2.50 
Review by Elisabeth Ann Murphy, 
Contributing Editor. 


It would not be accurate or quite fair 
to label this “Novel of the Chetniks” as 
just another novel about the war. Be- 
cause the hero of the work, General 
Draja Mikhailovitch, is made of the 
stuff of classical epic figures, differing 
from them, however, in his phenomenal 
humility and simplicity. And perhaps 
those Christian traits account in large 
measure for the equally phenomenal 
fidelity and confidence which he has in- 
spired in his unarmed, ununiformed and 
unofficered army, 100,000 strong. 

The setting of the story is the re- 
markably lovely country of Bosnia, in 
occupied Yugoslavia, where the Chet- 
niks (so named because they are organ- 
ized into units of 100—cheta in Yugo- 
slavia)—have waged an incredible of- 
fensive battle against the Italians and 
Germans who have infested their land. 


Proving They Believe in Freedom 


Whether the author wrote his absorb- 
ing, well-paced tale with an eye on Hol- 
lywood cannot be determined, but obvi- 
ously as Heydenau presents the narra- 
tive, it is an absolute “natural” for 
cinematic exploitation. Wholly aside 
from its story of personal bravery, psy- 
chological cunning, and tactical feats, 
Wrath of the Eagles is photogenic by 
virtue of its background: mountains 
feared and revered by world travelers, 
and because of its people: authentically 
peasant men and women who know pri- 
vation, sacrifice and tragedy as a daily 
experience. 

Indeed, the note of hope in the book 
comes from its constituting another in- 
stance of the fact that even in so-called 
occupied lands, there continue to be hu- 
man beings who believe in spiritual, 
personal, and political freedom. And 
these same people are proving to the 
world that this war’s aggressors and 
their godless ideologies are failing to 
keep subdued the natives of presumably 
“conquered” countries. 


Occupied—But Not Conquered 


Fortunately, from the point of view 
of this reviewer, there is almost no 
Stress upon atrocities: only a few bru- 
talities are actually described. This 


omission is a good omen if it can be in- 
terpreted to be indicative of a trend. 
For we all know how ingenious homo 
sapiens is and always has been in the 
matter of persecuting his foes. Nor are 
the greatest refinements of torture prac- 
tised exclusively by the oriental world. 
Moreover, Edna St. Vincent Millay has 
already achieved the ultimate in the 
way of poignant propaganda of that 
sort in Murder in Lidice. So please, 
authors, we do not need any more sam- 
ples of man’s hideous treatment of man. 

What we can use is more proofs that 
man’s higher nature refuses to be denied 
its God-given rights. And Heydenau 
provides such here when he demon- 
strates that the axis’ philosophy and 
psychology have not taken permanent 
root. 

(Catalog No. 137) 


x we 


Our Medieval 
Heritage 


MEDIEVAL EUROPE 
O'Sullivan & Burns Crofts, $4.00 


Reviewed by John J. O’Connor, Ph.D., 
Editor, Ordnance Dept., Army Service 
Forces—member of Advisory Board of 
Booxs ON TRIAL 


This latest medieval text, a joint 
work of two veteran professors of Ford- 
ham University and Villanova College, 
is a thoroughly documented outline of 
those events and institutions in the 
period between the decline of the pa- 
gan Rome Empire and the latter part 
of the fifteenth century that, in the 
aggregate, constitute our medieval 
heritage. Cultural and economic factors 
are emphasized. The treatment is pre- 
dominantly topical. Illuminating 
source materials are closely interwoven 
with the text. 

The book is divided into five sec- 
tions. The first deals with the Roman 
World, the second with the Teutonic 
World, the third with the Christian 
World, the fourth with the Feudal 
World, and the concluding section with 
the transitional period between 1300 
and 1500. 

The treatment is scientific and fac- 
tual. No attempt is made either to 
glorify or disparage the Ages of Faith. 
Medieval society, the authors tell us, 
was as vibrant then as now, and prob- 
ably more so. It was an era of in- 
tense seeking after an ideal, of the de- 


sire to learn and know; it was an age 
of strong passions and few inhibitions. 
Medieval society was a “marginal” so- 
ciety, striving after equilibrium and en- 
deavoring to attain stabilization. 

In a work of this kind the appor- 
tionment of space is a troublesome 
problem. On the whole, the authors 
have chosen wisely. Perhaps too much 
space was allotted the Roman and Teu- 
tonic sections and not enough atten- 
tion paid to the medieval achievements 
of countries other than France, Eng- 
land, Germany and Italy. Once in a 
while the authors include a surprising 
sentence—that Augustine at Carthage 
“specialized in both education and dis- 
sipation,” or that, with the sole ex- 
ception of the Church, the university 
“is the oldest functioning organization 
established by the white race.” Yet 
these are minor imperfections in a text 
that should receive a hearty welcome 
in American colleges and universities. 

The volume contains 770 pages, 18 
maps and 13 illustrations. The bibli- 
ography and index are excellent. 


* be * 


Nurse’s Aides 


A HANDBOOK FOR NuRSE’s AIDES 
Katherine Tucker Orbison Devin-Adair, $2.00 
(Catalog No. 138) 


This handbook is a supplement to the 
basic Home Nursing technique now 
widely taught by the Red Cross. 

There is no book like it to familiar- 
ize the Nurse’s Aide with hospital pro- 
cedures, routine, equipment and instru- 
ments. 

American hospitals are becoming 
more crowded daily as our war 
wounded are brought home. Recently 
Bishops called upon women through- 
out the country to give service as 
Volunteer Nurse’s Aides. 

Here is a ready reference for those 
who answer that call. 

jet—(a Nurse’s Aide) 


* b= ® 


Subscription Rates 


Booxs ON TriAt is published eight 
times a year. The price is $2.00 a 
year. 

The large Charts for Posting—19x35 
inches—each listing 192 books, are 
published periodically, and the price is 
$1.00 for a series of four. 
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Read this thrilling saga of the Southwest... the inside 


story of Fray Marcos and the Coronado adventure 


‘THE SEVERN 


GELEEN CHEERS 
Ndabel Farnum 


With Fray Marcos de Niza you'll toil through the Yet, when only the crest of a hill remains between 
desert country of Old Mexico and New Spain into the expedition and its goal, it is the gay and 
the unknown country to the north, searching for garrulous Estevan who becomes the bloody har- 
the seven golden cities of Cibola. More than four binger of the expedition’s doom. 

centuries ago, accompanied only by Indians and a 
black-hearted braggart named Estevan the Moor, 
Fray Marcos little realized the effect his adventure 
would have upon the Coronado expedition which 
would follow his trail, and ultimately upon the 
entire historical pattern of our American Southwest. 





In a vision of sun and sand you'll discover with 
Fray Marcos the first of the seven cities of Cibola 
. and you'll know why he dared not enter the 
land where Estevan the Moor had spoken and 
stolen once too often. $2.75 


Like Fray Marcos you'll find in the clowning 
countenance of Estevan no indication of the 
treachery that will involve the friar in the most 
tragic hoax of the New World. Decorated with 
baubles and trinkets, and followed always by his 
own retinue of fawning native women, the Moor is 
a fascinating figure as he prances along ahead of 
the friar, acting as interpreter with Indian tribes 
along the way, and filling his pockets as he talks. 


- + 


Get your copy from your nearest book- 
store or use the coupon attached and we 
will send you a copy on 5 days’ approval. 


THE BRUCE PUBLISHING COMPANY 


407 MONTGOMERY BLDG. MILWAUKEE 1, WIS. 





BRUCE Milwaukee: 
ease send me on five days’ 


Ple 
approval a copy of THE SEVEN GOLDEN CITIES, by 
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